05 JUN 1997
Mal aysi a- Thai | and
MALAYSI AN- THAI BORDER COMM TTEE MEETI NG GETS UNDER VWAY

KUALA LUMPUR, June 5 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia and Thail and opened tal ks
here today to discuss several issues related to their comobn border and
revi ew past security arrangenents.

The 39th Ml aysi a- Thail and General Border Conmittee (GBC) neeting, the
first since 1994, is co-chaired by Thai Prine Mnister and Defence M nister
Gen Chavalit Yongchai yudh and Ml aysi an Defence M nister Datuk Syed Ham d
Al bar .

The three-day neeting is expected to focus on cross-border novenent of
peopl e and prevention of smuggling activities along the 647-km | ong border
shared by the two countries.

An agreenent is expected to be endorsed at the end of the neeting

Syed Hami d is |eading a 25-nmenber del egati on which includes Arned
Forces Chief Gen Tan Sri Ismail Omar and Chief of Staff Jen Datuk Naw
Alias, and Deputy Inspector-Ceneral of Police Datuk Norian Mai.

Chavalit's 30-nenber del egation includes Deputy Arny Chief of Staff Lt
Gen Chokechai Hongthong and Director-CGeneral of the Police Departnent Gen
Pracha Prommok.

Chaval it has attended previous GBC neetings in the past as he was the
former Suprenme MIlitary Commander of the Thai Defence Forces

The Thai Prime Mnister was here on an official visit to Ml aysia |ast
February.

During his visit then, Chavalit had di scussed border issues with his
Mal aysi an counterpart Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanead.

They agreed, anong others, to jointly devel op border areas that are
difficult to demarcate. This was followed up by an agreenment by the two
countries signed on March 8 for the Golok River Muth | nprovenent Project
that would also help to determine a nore precise boundary demarcation.

The GBC was set up in the 1970s to counter the communi st threat along
the conmon border. Ml aysia and Thailand al so conducted joint naval, air
and army exercises annually under the auspices of the GBC. -- BERNAMA
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