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Mal aysi a, NZ trade seen burgeoni ng

WHEN it comes to picking a place to spend their next vacation, New Zeal and
often energes as a popul ar choi ce anong Mal aysi ans.

What is sonetimes overl ooked, however, is the fact that there is a | ot
nmore to New Zeal and besi des bei ng just another holiday destination.

Wil e many are aware of New Zeal and being the place to pat sheep or
catch the world famous "All Bl acks" rugby teamin action, others do not
know that Malaysia is currently the | eadi ng destination for business
travel l ers from New Zeal and

According to New Zeal and Trade Devel opnent Board trade conmi ssi oner,
Bar bara Kohl er, trade between the two countries is growi ng strongly.

"Al'though there is a high level of trade nmission activity between the

two countries, | believe that business in each country | acks a true
appreci ation of the stage of devel opnent of each of our nmarkets," she
says.

"As such, conpanies in Ml aysia are often surprised to | earn that New
Zeal and is a source of internationally proven, conpetitive and
sophi sticated hi gh technol ogy products and services in areas as diverse as
t el ecommuni cati ons, defence, marine and energy."

Says Kohler: "W have gone beyond being sinply a supplier of world
| eadi ng agricul tural products and technol ogi es.

"New Zeal and conpani es are sonetines not fully appreciative of the rapid
pace of industrialisation taking place in Ml aysia and the extent to which
partnershi ps based in Mal aysia can access opportunities in third markets."

Kohl er feels that a nutual exchange of information and education through
trade missions, semnars and nedia visits are sone of the ways in which
t hese perceptions can be altered, thus ensuring that the healthy rate of
growth in two way trade conti nues.

Anong the sectors Kohl er perceives as having potential for growh are
the tel ecommuni cati ons, energy, pollution control and waste managenent,
mari ne engi neering, port and airport devel opnent, prinmary products and
food processing, cool store technol ogy and privatization sectors.

Not only have these sectors been identified in the Seventh Ml aysia Pl an
and the Post Industrial Master Plan, but they are also areas in which New
Zeal and has denonstrated worl d | eadi ng expertise and i n which New Zeal and
companies are currently active (including joint ventures) in Ml aysia.

They are al so areas where substantial Ml aysi an conpani es have i ndi cat ed
interest in sourcing this expertise fromoverseas and from New Zeal and in
particul ar.

Mal aysia is New Zeal and's tenth | argest trading partner for both inports
and exports.

Two way trade for the year ended Cctober 1996 reached RML. 6 billi on.
More significantly, however, Kohler says, "the growh in two way trade
wi th Mal aysia over the past twelve nonths is the strongest anobngst our top

twenty tradi ng partners."

For the twel ve nonths ended Cctober 1996, nerchandi se exports from New
Zeal and to Mal aysia was RVMB49 million (FOB).

This represents a growt h of 20.5 per cent over exports for the previous
twel ve nont hs.

The nost significant growth of 21 per cent has been in el aborately
t ransf or med manuf act ur ers.

Maj or Mal aysi an i nmports from New Zeal and are food and bever ages,



manuf act ured products, netals, industrial raw materials and primry
product s.

There has al so been strong growth in technology transfer and export of
consultancy in areas of tel econmunications, privatization, forestry and
cool chai n nanagenent .

On the ot her hand, nerchandi se inmports to New Zeal and from Mal aysi a
totalled RWr72 mllion (FOB), representing a growth of 46.0 per cent over
imports for the previous twel ve nonths.

New Zeal and inports mainly electronic and el ectrical goods, and
commodities |ike rubber, cocoa and pal moil from Ml aysi a.

Kohl er has seen very busy days over the past twelve nonths, receiving
nuner ous New Zeal and conpani es whi ch have engaged in substantial trade
fair and trade mission activity in Ml aysia.

"This," says Kohler, "denonstrates their long termcomitnment to the
mar ket and their desire to work closely with their Ml aysian partners.”

New Zeal and has had national pavilions at LI MA 95, Defence Services Asia
96 and Airportex 96.

I n addi tion, New Zeal and conpani es have exhi bited on an individual basis
(in association with their Ml aysia partners) at a nunber of other trade
fairs in Mal aysia, such as CEPSI Exhibition and Conference, Food and Hot el
Mal aysia, the international Furniture Fair and Natural Gas Exhibition.

There have al so been inward trade missions fromthe New Zeal and Def ence
Technol ogi es Group, New Zeal and Airport Technol ogi es, the Mari ne Export
Group of New Zeal and, Energy New Zeal and International Ltd and New Zeal and
Education I nternational .

These groups are partnershi ps between the relevant industry sectors and
t he New Zeal and Trade Devel opnent Board.

They conprise a collaborative grouping of highly skilled conpanies
representing the wi de capability spectrumof the industry.

"Since they provide a single point of access into the relevant industry,
they avoid the need for foreign conpanies to canvas throughout New Zeal and
to find the technol ogy or expertise they are seeking," Kohler explains.

There have al so been recent indications of an increasing recognition
wi thin Mal aysia of New Zeal and as a close proximty source of relevant,
wor |l d | eadi ng products, services and technol ogi es.

"There has been an average of one outward m ssion a nonth from Mal aysi a
to New Zeal and at either private sector or governnent |evel," says Kohler

In addition to that, a nmajor conference on "Doi ng Business in Ml aysi a”
was held in Auckland in March, just prior to the visit to New Zeal and by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad.

Mal aysi an i nvestnents in New Zeal and are predom nantly in property,
tourism manufacturing and services sectors, while New Zeal and i nvest nents
in Mal aysia are in the manufacturing and processing sectors.

According to figures provided by the New Zeal and Overseas | nvest nent
Commi ssi on Mal aysia is eighth equal in ternms of value of investnents nmade
i n New Zeal and over the period 1991-1995.
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