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MALAYSI A- MVALAW COOPERATI ON CAN BE EXTENDED, SAYS MAHATHI R

BLANTYRE (MALAW), May 3 (Bernamm) -- Southern Africa, including the
Republic of Malawi, is set to regain its position as an inportant trading
and comercial place in Africa as the region frees itself from
confrontation and conflicts, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said.

The prine minister said Mal aysia believed that as the l[eaders of the
regi on rededi cated thenselves to the ains and ideals of regional
cooperation, southern Africa would regain its position as a mjor trading
ar ea.

"W are glad that the days of confrontation and conflict are largely
over in the southern African region and that the countries in the region
are noving towards cl oser cooperation through the Southern African
Devel opment Community (SADC)," he said at a state banquet hosted by
Mal awi an President Dr Bakili Muiluzi, here, last night.

Dr Mahathir arrived here yesterday Thursday for a three-day official
visit. He is acconpanied by his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhaned
Ali, and a business delegation | ed by Arab-Ml aysia G oup chairman Tan Sri
Azman Hashim

Also in the entourage are Energy, Tel econmunications and Posts M nister
Dat uk Leo Mbggi e and seni or governnent officials.

Dr Mahathir said he was confident that with the stable political and
econoni ¢ environment prevailing in the southern African region, the kind of
cooperation that Ml aysia and Mal awi had established could be extended to
include not only different countries but the entire Southeast Asian and
southern African region.

On relations with Malawi, the prine mnister said the strong bonds that
were forged as a result of the exchange of bilateral visits were there to
stay.

"There is optimismin both our countries that we will be able to
realise collaboration in matters relating to soci o-econom c devel oprent,
education, agriculture and in other fields," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the joint venture between Tel ekom Mal aysi a Berhad and
the Mal awi Post and Tel ecommunicati on Corporation had been a source of
encouragenent for further collaboration.

"These joint ventures can be largely realised through good networking
between the private sectors of our countries," he said, adding that a
little encouragenent from the governnent was essential.

The prinme nminister said that on the government-to-governnent |evel,

Mal aysi a had sought through various nechanisnms to inpart sone of its
know edge, expertise and technol ogy to other countries of the South.

He said that since 1990, a total of 42 Ml aw ans have visited Ml aysia
under sone of these progranmes.

Covering and area of nearly 119,000 square km Malawi, a |andl ocked
country with a population of nearly 11 mllion, shares a boundary wth
Mozanbi que, Tanzania and Zanbia. Malawi's annual G oss Donestic Product is
US$180 ( RV450).

Mal aysia's total trade with Malawi in 1996 stood at RMR2.55 nmillion
(US$1.02 mllion), an increase of 36.4 per cent from RML. 87 mllion
(US$0.75 mllion) in 1995.

Exports to Malawi anmounted to RML.13 nillion (US$0.45 mllion) and
inports amounted to RML.42 nillion (US$0.57 million). Ml aysia's trade
deficit with Malawi was RWVD.29 million (US$0.12 nillion).



In 1996, Malaysia's exports were valued at RML. 13 nillion (US$0.45
mllion), a decrease of 15 per cent from RML. 33 nillion (US$0.53 mllion)
in 1995. The main export itenms were palm stearin which accounted for 47.8
per cent of the total exports followed by electrical apparatus, resistors
and other electrical bases; parts and accessories for office machines;
radi o broadcast receivers and rubber tyres, tyre flaps and inner tubes for
wheel s.

Mal aysia's inports from Malawi in 1996 were valued at RML.42 million
(US$0.57 mllion), an increase of 162.9 per cent from 1995.

This was due to the increase in the inports of dhall. Dhall renmains the
single largest product inported from Malawi which accounted for 93.7 per
cent of the total inports in 1996. -- BERNAMA
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