06/ 09/ 1997
Mal ays need to reinvent thensel ves for the next mllennium

Nur ai na Samad

I T was a speech that contai ned a conbi nation of things - a challenge to

Mal ays to create a culture of strength and rise in a rapidly progressing
worl d, an inspiring reflection of past glories and a forebodi ng of what

will be if the Malays dwelt on their achi evenents.

Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, in an address to open the
party's general assenbly yesterday, spoke at |ength about the inportance
of Mal ays and the ummah changing their mndset - to give priority to
substance and content and not formand synbol.

"By all counts, the message is not new. But this tine there is a tw st,
so to speak. He is giving us a global viewand in his style and character,
an intellectual and a nore profound perspective and anal ysis on how we can
rise and be strong," said a del egate.

It may not have seened an exciting speech. But, said a Wanita del egate,
that was irrel evant.

"It is a speech that nakes us think about our future fromnow, from
today. He is indeed concerned, as he always is, about our future, about
how we will face the challenges in a world that is expandi ng and
pr ogr essi ng.

"W have to change. W have to discard values that will only cause us to
retrogress. And that is exciting and inspiring," she said.

Dr Mahat hir, throughout his speech held to one thenme - for the Malays to
be their own masters, which would not nean becoming a | esser Mal ay nor
Muslim

Learn fromthe mnistakes of other Mislimcountries and not all ow
oursel ves to be backward or we will be a race to be fooled, huniliated and
oppressed by foreign powers.

Umo, he said, had for 50 years struggled to regain and redeemthe
dignity and integrity of the Malays. Its success in this had been hel ped
by the adoption of a denocratic political systemin a nulti-ethnic and
religious society.

Political stability has undoubtedly benefited a young country that is
trying hard to progress in a fast changi ng world dom nated by a few powers
or "masters".

What is vital nowis to "defend" this econom c success. And it is upto
the Malays to do this. In fact, they should strive to be better and
stronger to conmpete with devel oped countri es.

"He is saying that we can do it. Being a Muslimshould not be an
obstacle if only we are not preoccupied with trivial and insignificant
things," said a del egate.

Dr Mahat hir, speaking on religion, touched on an issue which he adnitted
was sensitive and woul d make many unconfortabl e

He di sputed the belief that one is a |l esser Muslimif one pursues
know edge ot her than that of religion.

He al so spoke on the neaning and intention of certain requirenents in
I sl amincluding the covering of the "aurat".

Al these, he argued, nust be | ooked at in-depth, in its meaning,
intention and content during the tine of enforcenment and now.

"He is warning us that if Muslins nerely look at the form we wll not
be doing the right thing and address problens for which these (the
requi rements) were enforced," said a del egate from Johor

Certainly, his thoughts and views go beyond nere rhetoric. They never



were rhetoric in the first place.

Dr Mahat hir has spoken on delicate issues that should touch not only
Mal ays and Muslins but al so Mal aysi ans who are gearing to neet the
chal | enges of a new mill ennium

It is up to the Malays to take up that challenge to change, to accept
el enments of the culture of devel oped countries and to create their own -
consi stent and reflective of a progressive race. Not one that is "half-
progressed”.

( END)
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