06/ 09/ 1997

Mal ays urged to study nationalism Islamin detai

THE Mal ays shoul d study nationalismand Islamin detail to better
understand the need to be united and to devel op further.

Former Deputy Prime Mnister Tan Sri Musa Hitamsaid if the Ml ays
t hensel ves cannot adapt to this need, "I amafraid that we will be left
behi nd".

He was commenting on Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s
address at the Umo General Assenbly yesterday in Kuala Lumpur

Dr Mahathir, who is the party president, touched on, anpong ot hers,

i ssues affecting the Malays and religion.

Misa said it is tinmely that Dr Mahathir raised the i ssues at the genera
assenbl y.

Umo vi ce-president Datuk Seri Mhd Najib Tun Abdul Razak said
conpl acency should not be allowed to set in foll owing the achi evenents of
the country so far

He said that a successful nation is built through hard work. "Extrem sm
and concentration of petty things will not inprove our (Ml ays) way of
t hi nki ng.

"If we |l et such things dom nate our way of thinking, we will |ose
direction. We will not reach our objectives in building a devel oped
nation," Najib, who is also the Education M nister, said.

He added that Ml aysia will continue to be a nodel in inplenenting the
ri ght teachings and practices of Islam

Mal aysia i s being recogni sed by both Islamc and non-1Islamic countries
as a nodel in the effective inplenentation of the teachings and practices
of the religion, he added.

As far as the Education Mnistry is concerned, Najib said it is taking a
bal anced approach in its school syllabus by maki ng nmaki ng religi ous
education a conpul sory subj ect.

"W al so encourage students to take up religious courses at a higher
| evel . Such a bal ance (between religious and non-religious subjects) is
i nportant as we do not want students to concentrate on only one aspect and
negl ect the rest.”

Naji b said the Mal ays should al so master other |anguages to enable them
to venture into other fields.

Wanita Umo | eader Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man said the need to
acqui re nore know edge shoul d be viewed as a chal | enge.

"W should nmake it (acquiring of knowl edge) a way of |ife. Respecting
soneone on their physical aspects alone is not enough.

"I'n order for us to be respected by the other Miuslins, we should be able
to master nmany other fields," she said.
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