22/ 02/ 1997
Mal aysi an firnms eye projects in Tam | Nadu

Vendy Lim
A PRI VATE sector comrittee will be set up to facilitate investnent in
proj ects between Mal aysia and Tami | Nadu.

Wirks M nister Datuk Seri S. Samy Vellu said the commttee will conprise
organi sations that will be involved in projects in the southern Indian
state and the conmittee nenbers will be determ ned at a |later date.

"Among Mal aysian interests in the state are Tenaga Nasi onal Bhd, Renong
Bhd and Proton.

"Mal aysia's car manufacturer Proton," Sany Vellu told reporters, "is
interested in setting up a manufacturing plant in Madras and the conpany
has received a positive response fromthe Governnent of Tam | Nadu."

Earlier yesterday, he had briefed a five-nenber del egation from Tani |
Nadu in Kual a Lunpur.

The Tam | Nadu del egation, on a three-day visit to Malaysia, is headed
by State Pl anni ng Comi ssi oner of the Government of Tanmi| Nadu, M Thiru
Venki taraman. Ot her nmenbers are fromthe I ndustries Departnent, Tanmi | Nadu
| ndustrial Departnment Corp, Electronic Corp and Fi nance Departnent.

"There are many projects in Tami| Nadu which Mal aysian firnms can explore
such as in the infrastructure, information technology and mning fields.

"Besides this, the Tanmi| Nadu Governnment has al so expressed interest in
town pl anni ng projects such as the devel opnent of the Kual a Lunpur Linear
City and the new admi nistrative centre, Putrajaya," he said.

Samy Vellu said the Governnment will be sending a teamof consultants to
Tami| Nadu to finalise details on reports of two infrastructure projects
i n Madras.

The two projects are the 30km el evated hi ghway costing RVMB50 nillion
from Madras Harbour to the Meenanbakkam I nternational Airport in Tanbaran
and the 200km hi ghway from Madras to Bangal ore.

It was reported that Renong Bhd has recently won a contract to construct
the RV625 million Bangal ore- Mysore hi ghway.

Under the contract, Renong will undertake the construction of the 120km
hi ghway using the Ml aysian privatization concept. The company will al so
conmplete a 66kmring road in Bangalore. It is believed that Renong is
confident of securing some RMBOO million worth of projects in India.

The hi ghway deals were clinched foll ow ng negotiations between the
m ni ster and the Indian Government and a followup visit by Prime Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir to India recently.

Renong has al so undertaken infrastructure projects in China and property
and infrastructure projects in South Africa.

Sany Vellu, who is also MC president, said the party will neet in Mrch
to di scuss the code of conduct of menbers during the election period.
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