08 OCT 1997
Par | i ament - Mahat hir (MAS)
MALAYSI A Al RLI NES READY TO HELP GOVT FACE CURRENCY DECLI NE

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 8 (Bernamm) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmad said today he had received a letter from Malaysia Airlines
Executive Chairman Tan Sri Tajudin Rami stating MAS readiness to help the
government face problens arising fromthe fall in the ringgit's value

"l have received a letter from Tajudin Rami and what he stated was
during this current situation, MAS was ready to hand over the conpany's
incomre to the governnent,"” he told the Dewan Rakyat.

The Prine Mnister said this when replying to Lim Guan Eng (DAP-Kota
Mel aka) who asked whether Tajudin proposed to sell back MAS to the
gover nment .

"This is an offer from Tajudin (to hand over the MAS income to the
government) and differs from what the nenmber of Kota Ml aka said," the
Prime M nister added.

"This is one person (Tajudin) who has a big heart, who wants to help
the governnment. Let's not say to himthat since he feels MAS is going to
nmake | osses and so he wants to hand it back to the governnent.He did not
say that, | have his letter with me," Dr Mahathir said.

The Prinme M nister said probably MAS foreign exchange earnings could
be used by the government to fight currency traders who |owered the val ue
of the ringgit.

"This is because MAS has foreign dealings and is paid in foreign
currency and hence the nobney can be used by the government to buy back
ringgit so that its value will not fall,"” he added. --BERNAVA
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