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MALAYSI A Al RLI NES SEEKS TO RESUVE SERVI CE TO KUWAI T

A eh: Abdul Rahman Ahmed

KUWAIT, April 7 (Bernanma) -- Malaysia Airlines (MAS) is in the initial
stage of discussions with Kuwait Airways to resume commercial air service
between the two countries.

MAS chairman Tan Sri Tajuddin Ranmli said today cooperation between the
two airlines came to a halt during the Gulf War in 1990

MAS wants to resune this cooperation and hopes it would not be linmted
to the Kuwait sector alone but also include other areas like Cairo, he told
reporters here

Yesterday, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said the
Mal aysi an and Kuwaiti governnents had agreed during bilateral talks that
the cooperation between the two airlines be resuned.

Taj uddin said MAS would think of ways to ensure that the cooperation
woul d be profitable to the airline.

"Kuwait is no longer as inportant as it was before the Qulf War,
conpared to Dubai which offers a nore profitable opportunity due to its
| ocation and the response of world tourists to that area,"” he said.

He added that it mght take sone tine for air service between Ml aysia
and Kuwait to resune because Kuwait Airways was currently facing a shortage
of aircraft after the war with Irag al nost devastated the country.

Tajuddin, who is leading a del egation of businessnen to Kuwait, said a
sem nar would be held here to help Kuwaiti businessmen identify investnent
opportunities in Ml aysia.

He said Bank Bum putera Mal aysi a Berhad dan Bank |slam Ber had had been
invited to organi se the seninar.

On the Indian governnment's nove to prohibit foreign airlines from
owni ng stakes in the country's donestic airlines, Tajuddin said it would
not affect MAS

"W plan to channel our investrments in India through Ml aysian
Hel i copter Services and go into other areas that will bring benefit to us,"
he added.
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