27/ 09/ 1997
Mal aysi a and Cuba to sign three accords

Karmar ul Yunus in Havana

HAVANA, Fri: The four - day official visit to Cuba by Prinme Mnister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad whi ch began yesterday is expected open a new
chapter in cooperation and enhanced ties between the two countries.

Three agreenents - visa abolition, pronotion and reciprocal protection
of investnents, and trade - are expected to be signed today. Dr Mahathir
and Cuban President Fidel Castro will w tness the signing of the
agreenments after a one-to-one neeting in the norning.

Tonorrow, Dr Mahathir will deliver a speech on business opportunities in
Mal aysia at a | uncheon with Cuban busi nessnen organi sed by the Cuban
Chanber of Commerce.

During his stay in Cuba, Dr Mahathir will visit the bio-technol ogy
centre and HV/AIDS institute, a tourismresort and the Darsena mari na
proj ect in Varadero.

Acconpani ed by mnisters, nmenteris besar and busi nessnen, the Prine
M nister, who is on his first visit to Cuba, was received by Cuban Foreign
M ni st er Roberto Rai bana upon arrival at the Jose Marti Internationa
Ai rport here yesterday.

In the delegation are Works M nister Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu and Rura
Devel opnent M ni ster Datuk Annuar Misa, along with Johor Menteri Besar
Dat uk Abdul Ghani O hman, Terengganu Menteri Besar Tan Sri Wan Mokht ar
Ahnad.

Mal aysia Airlines chairman and chi ef executive officer Tan Sri Tajudin
Ram i | eads the busi ness del egati on.

Cuba has a population of 12 mllion people. Its industries include
sugar, petroleum food, tobacco, textiles, chem cals, paper and wood
products, netals (particularly nickel), cenment, fertiliser, consumer
goods and farm machi nery.

Mai n exports are sugar, nickel, shellfish, tobacco, nedical products,
citrus fruits and coffee. Canada, China and Russia are its main trading
partners.

Cuba inports petroleum food, machi nery and chenicals, mainly from
Spai n, Mexico and Russi a.

The Prime Mnister's visit to Cuba is part of his 11-day South Anerican
tour which includes Chile, Uruguay and Argenti na.

Dr Mahathir nade a brief stopover in Madrid, Spain, and net his coun
terpart, M Jose Maria Aznar, before flying to Cuba. The Prinme M nister
will |eave for Santiago, Chile, on Sunday.
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