24 APR 1997
Abdul | ah- Jor dan
MALAYSI A AND JORDAN TO CONVENE JO NT COWM SSI ON MEETI NG

KUALA LUMPUR, April 24 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia and Jordan have agreed to
convene the joint comrssion neeting to widen the scope of bilateral ties
between them Foreign Mnister Datuk Abdull ah Ahnmad Badawi said today.

Al t hough the date and venue had not been deternined, the nmeeting was
expected to be held soon, he told Bernama from Jordan.

Abdul lah is in Jordan now after visiting lraq. He called on Jordan
crown prince Hassan Talal, Prime Mnister Abdul Salam Al-Mjali, his
counterpart Fayez Tarawreh and several mnisters.

Anong areas slated for deliberations at the neeting were investnent,
trade, tourism air and sea |inks and opening Jordan enbassy in Kual a
Lunpur .

"I feel they should open the enbassy as soon as possible wthout
waiting to be discussed at the nmeeting if expansion of Ml aysia-Jordan
bilateral ties need to be hastened," he said.

Setting up a Jordani an enbassy in Kuala Lunmpur was crucial to enable
Mal aysi an busi nessnen to gather nore information about the country.

Mal aysia has its enbassy in Aman.

Establ i shing the joint conm ssion was agreed upon during Prime Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad's visit to Jordan earlier

Abdul I ah said his discussions with crown prince Hassan and Jordani an
mnisters centred on efforts to widen bilateral relations particularly in
devel opnent and economi c sectors.

"They are really keen to enhance Ml aysi a-Jordan ties as all this while
our relations were nerely confined to education and cultural aspects," he
sai d.

Abdul I ah al so held discussions with Mnister of Planning R ma Khal af
Bassam Saket (Transport and Tel econmuni cations), Munther Msri (Education
and Hi gher Education) and Hani Ml ki (Trade).

He said Jordan proposed to establish a Ml ay Language Chair at
University Al-al bayt where 700 Mal aysi an students were studying.

Abdul I ah said he al so exchanged views with Hassan on the situation in
West Asia and issues pertaining to the image of Islam at international
| evel .

They concurred on the need for concerted efforts by Islam c countries
to inprove Islam s inage by devel oping the ummah, adopting a tol erant
attitude and avoi ding extrem smand enmity.

"W regret the attitude of western countries which link Islamto
terrorismand felt that it is the duty of Islamc nations to correct the
negative perception," he said.

In this regard, Jordan was prepared to send their officers to hold
di scussions with Istitute of Islamc Understanding, Ml aysia, he added. --
BERNANMA
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