28 OCT 1997
Mahat hi r- Sl oveni a
MALAYSI A AND SLOVENI A SI GN Al R TREATY

By: Zai noor Sul ai man

LJUBLJANA, Cct 28 (Bernanm) -- Malaysia and Sl ovenia today signed an
air traffic agreement to step up econonmic and cultural ties between the two
countries.

The agreenent was signed by Malaysia's Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Ling Liong Sik and Slovenia's Transport and Tel econmuni cations M nister
Ant on Ber gaeur.

The cerenpony at the Grand Hall of the Presidential Palace here was
wi tnessed by the Prime Mnisters of the two countries, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad and Dr Janez Drnovsek.

The agreenent allows Ml aysia Airlines (MAS) and Slovenia Adria A rways
to operate between Kual a Lunpur and Ljubljana.

MAS al ready has services to cities in neighbouring countries of
Slovenia like Zagreb (Croatia), Vienna (Austria) and Ronme (ltaly).

Dr Mahat hir, |eading a 45-nmenber del egation that includes businessnen,
arrived here from Edi nburgh last night to begin a three-day official visit
to the Adriatic nation.

He was net at Brnik airport, 15km from here, by Dr Drnovsek and after a
cerenoni al wel cone was taken to Brado Castle, where he and his wife wll
reside during the visit.

Dr Mahathir had a nmeeting with Dr Drnovsek at the Covernnental Palace
bef ore headi ng the Mal aysi an side at del egation-1evel talks.

The Mal aysi an del egation included Dr Ling, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badawi, National Unity and Social Devel opment M nister Datin
Paduka Zal eha Ismail, Pahang Menteri Besar Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob, Deputy
Wrks Mnister Datuk Railey Jeffrey and Deputy Mnister of Science,

Technol ogy and Envi ronnent Datuk Abu Bakar Daud.

Dr Mahathir also called on Slovenia's President MI|an Kucan at the
Presi denti al Pal ace.

He is schedul ed to address a Mal aysi a- Sl oveni a busi ness conference at
the Wrld Trade Centre here that will be attended by businesnmen from both
countries.

Dr Mahathir will also be visiting Koper port and a stud farm and
equestrian programre.

Sl ovenia, an Adriatic Sea coastal nation, shares borders with Croatia,
Austria, Hungary and ltaly.

Dr Mahathir, acconpanied by his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah, and
ot her menbers of the delegation will attend an official reception hosted by
President Kucan and his wife at the Presidential Palace tonight. -- BERNAVA
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