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Mahat hi r- Part nership
MALAYSI A AND PAKI STAN SHOULD DEVELOP PARTNERSHI P, SAYS MAHATHI R

By: Abdul Rahnman Ahnad

| SLAMABAD, April 9 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
Mal aysi a and Paki stan shoul d devel op a partnership by drawi ng upon each
other's conparative advantage for mutual benefits.

The Mal aysian Prime Mnister said there are areas where Pakistan
clearly has the experience or know how which could be conbined with the
strength which Ml aysia has devel oped over the years, to undertake
joint-ventures on a bilateral basis or in concert with a third party.

"Both countries are well-placed to be the gateways for each other in
their respective regions," he said at a state banquet hosted by Pakistani
Prinme M nister Nawaz Sharif.

Dr Mahathir arrived here fromBahrain for a one-day visit.

He was acconpani ed by a 50-nmenber entourage which included Entrepreneur
Devel opment M ni ster Datuk Muiatapa Mhaned, Terengganu Menteri Besar Tan
Sri Wan Mokhtar Ahmad and busi nessmen.

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia could constitute the gateway for Pakistani
products in the East Asia region while Pakistan could be the gateway for
Mal aysi an manuf actured goods in the sub-continent and the Conmonweal th
| ndependent St at es.

He said Mal aysi a- Paki stan joint venture would contribute towards
bringi ng about a nore desirable balance in the area of trade and paynments
between the two countries.

Dr Mahat hir said Pakistan has becone the |argest inmporter of Ml aysian
palmoil and pal moil products.

Last year alone, Pakistan inported about 1.16 mllion tonnes or 84.9
percent of Malaysia's total exports to Pakistan

Dr Mahathir hoped that Pakistan would not only continue to inport palm
oil from Mal aysia, but that both countries could nove ahead together to
create val ue-added products from palmoil for exports to the energing
mar kets of the Central Asian Republics.

The mal aysi an | eader also said that here was nuch that both sides could
still do to enhance technical cooperation, adding that since 1982, sone 122
Paki stanis had participated in various training schemes under the Ml aysian
techni cal cooperation programres.

Paki stan has also nade its contribution in this regard by providing
manpower for various sectors in Malaysia particularly in construction
manuf acturing and pl antations.

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia still faces a shortage of nmedical officers
and nurses and it will continue to welconme nedical officers and specialists
as well as nurses from Paki stan.

He also reiterated Malaysia's interest and readiness to participate in
ot her sectors of developnent in Pakistan such as infrastructure
devel opnent, housing and construction, finance and banking as well as
el ectronics and conputers.

He said todate, nine Malaysian conpanies have invested in Pakistan in
oil and gas exploration, port storage and bul king, installing
tel ecommuni cations and tyre-related industry.

On the international scene, Dr Mahathir said Ml aysia-Paki stan comobn
menbership of the United Nations, O ganisation of Islamc Conference
Non-al I i gned Movenent, the Commonweal th, anmong others, has enabled both
countries to contribute towards bringing about peace and stability in nmany
parts of the world, in particular Bosni a-Herzegovina and Sonali a.



Dr Mahathir also said Ml aysia wel cones Pakistan's participation in the
sectoral dialogue relations with Asean in the fields of trade and
i nvestment, tourism human resource devel opnent, prevention of trafficking
of drugs, science and technol ogy and environnent.

He added Mal aysia woul d support Pakistan's initiative in nmaking this
sectoral dial ogue neani ngful and substantive. --BERNAMA
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