29/ 11/ 1997

Mal aysi a appreci ates Japan's help in technol ogy transfer

TOKYO, Fri: Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, pleased with
the continued support from Japanese investors towards Ml aysia's
i ndustrialisation progranme, said the transfer of technol ogy from Japan
wi | | enhance the country's conpetitive edge in the global market.

"We appreciate the transfer of technology to conpanies in Ml aysia," he
said at the signing of a joint venture and technical cooperation agreenent
bet ween Premni er Choice Sdn Bhd, Usra Tanpi Sdn Bhd and Japan's Metro Denso
Ltd, here today.

The agreenent will pave the way for the setting up of a joint venture
conpany Metrodenso (M Sdn Bhd that will nanufacture conbination sw tches
for the autonotive industries in Malaysia, as well as for export purposes.

Dr Mahathir, who arrived here |last night for a two-day working visit to
Japan, said although there may be conpetition in the market, even between
partners in the joint venture and the nmain conpani es in Japan, such
conpetition is considered healthy.

"Ml aysi a appreci ates Japanese conpani es' wllingness to share their
technol ogy, particularly in high-technology industries, with the Ml aysi an
partners, contrary to belief that Japanese manufacturers are reluctant to
do so in certain sectors," he added.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysi an- Japanese joint ventures will also help
Mal aysia to overcone the econonic difficulties faced by nost Sout h- East
Asi an countries.

"Such cooperation will bring conpanies in Mlaysia and Japan nuch
closer. The Government will always be supportive of any new joint venture
bet ween Mal aysi an and forei gn conpani es and hope they will achieve
success. "

Prem er Choi ce chai rman Dat uk Mohd Sal eh Sul ong represented the conpany
at the signing, while Usra Tanpi executive chai rman Dat uk Abdul Shukor
Mohaned and Metro Denso president M Tanaka signed on behalf of their
conpani es.

Speaking to reporters |ater, Abdul Shukor said the joint venture conpany
will initially operate at Usra Tanpi's facility in Shah Al am

Met rodenso, with an initial paid-up capital of RML million, is expected
to begin produci ng conmbi nati on switches in April next year and start
deliveries two nmonths | ater.

"The conpany will have an initial production capacity of 2,000
combi nation switches a nonth," Abdul Shukor said, adding it will start
supplying the itens to Mal aysia Truk dan Bas Sdn Bhd (MIB), the
manuf acturer of the national truck called H COM Perkasa, which is al so
currently sourcing the conponents fromlsuzu, its 20 per stake hol der.

Usra Tanpi currently obtains conbination switches fromlsuzu through
MTB.

Usra Tanpi will hold a 51 per cent stake in Metrodenso Mal aysia, Metro
Denso of Japan 40 per cent and Prem er Choirce, a consortiumof 12 |eading
Mal aysi an corporations, the remaining 9 per cent.

The 12 conpanies in Prem er Choice are Berjaya Group, Diversified
Resources G oup Bhd, FACB Bhd, Mal aysian Helicopters Services Bhd, Permata
Per enba Sdn Bhd, Pernpdal an Ter engganu Bhd, PKENJ Ventures Sdn Bhd, Renong
Overseas Corp Sdn Bhd, Sinme Darby Hol di ngs Bhd, Usra Sdn Bhd and YTL Corp
Bhd.

Usra Tanpi is a subsidiary of Usra Sdn Bhd, a pioneer in the relatively



new field of thernoplastics and el astoners whi ch use a hi gh-technol ogy
i njection noul di ng process.

Mohd Sal eh described the forging of the joint venture by Premi er Choice
as tinmely. Through such coll aboration, he said, Metrodenso Mal aysia wll
provi de savings of about RML4 million in inports of wholly-assenbled units
or conponents for assenbly in Ml aysi a.

( END)



	Malaysia appreciates Japan's help in technology transfer (NST 29/11/1997)

