08 JAN 1997
Mahat hi r - Japan
MALAYSI A ASKS JAPAN TO PROMOTE FORUMS BETWEN G 15, G 7

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 8 (Bernamm) -- Ml aysia has asked Japan to facilitate
regul ar foruns between the G 15 devel oping nations and G 7 industrialised
countries on issues that affect the Third World.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said in tal ks here today
with visiting Japanese premer Ryutaro Hashinoto that the G 7 countries
often made deci sions based on their respective interest w thout considering
the views of devel oping countries.

Dr Mahathir cited the exanple of efforts by the G7 countries to
strengthen the yen which raised the debt |evel of devel oping nations,
according to Foreign Mnistry Secretary-General Datuk Abdul Kadir Mhaned
who briefed the nedia after the bilateral neeting at the Prime Mnister's
of fice.

Abdul Kadir said Dr Mahathir pointed out that the appreciation of the
yen caused borrowi ngs in the Japanese currency to rise thus affecting the
bal ance of payment of countries such as Ml aysi a.

Japan is a nenber of the G 7 which groups the world's richest countries
such as the United States and Britain.

Hashi moto arrived today with a 72-nmenber del egation for a two-day visit
which fornms the second | eg of his five-nation tour of Southeast Asian
countries.

Mal aysi a, the current chairman of G 15, wll host the group's neeting
at the end of this year.

Abdul Kadir said the suggestion of regular forunms between G 15 and G7
was raised by Dr Mahathir at the request of other G 15 nenbers.

"However, the mechani sm of how such foruns between the two groupings
could be formul ated was not discussed today. It nmay be discussed at sone
ot her tinme.

"Today, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir was nmerely introducing an idea to the
Japanese Prime Mnister to assist G 15 to establish forums with G7," he
sai d.

Abdul Kadir believed Japan woul d convey Ml aysia's request to other
menbers of the G 7.

On the East Asian Economic Caucus (EAEC) nooted by Ml aysia and which
Japan is reluctant to join because of strong opposition by the United
States, Abdul Kadir said the issue was not discussed at the neeting

But Dr Mahathir stressed to his Japanese counterpart the need for the
East Asian countries to get together and discuss and exchange views, he
sai d.

Abdul Kadir also said that Ml aysia would continue with the Look East
Policy although at tinmes it would |ook towards the West but only in certain
ar eas.

"The Look East Policy is very nuch alive and the Prine M nister hopes
Japan will give nmore places to Ml aysi an students,"” he said.

Abdul Kadir also said that the Japanese prine ninister supported the
concept of Asean 10 although sone Japanese people had shown concern for
human rights in Myannar.

"Both | eaders tal ked about Myanmar joining Asean. The prime mnister
explained the rationale of Asean 10 and the Japanese Prime Mnister
responded positively," he added.

On Japan's proposal for regular Japan-Asean sunmits, Abdul Kadir said
that although the Japanese |eader raised the matter and enphasi sed the need



for both the Asean and Japanese | eaders to neet, Dr Mihathir did not gave a

unil ateral response.

"We don't want to over-enphasise the proposal ... when it involves
Asean countries, we do not give a unilateral response to such inportant
matters," he said.

Abdul Kadir also said that the two | eaders exchanged views on regiona
security, particularly concerning China.

He said Dr Mahathir responded by saying that he believed the policy of
friendship was better than contai nnment where China was concerned and that
there was nothing to stop China from being prosperous and powerful. --
BERNANMA
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