30 SEP 1997
Mahat hi r - di nner
MALAYSI A CALLS FOR DI RECT SHI PPI NG LI NKS W TH CHI LE

By: Syed Jam | Jaafar

SANTI AGO, Sept 30 (Bername) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmed has called for the establishnent of direct shipping |inks between
Mal aysia and Chile to facilitate increased trade.

He urged the business comunities of the two countries to seriously
consider the project to conplenent the direct air links which are to be
establ i shed next year.

Sayi ng that greater w ndows of opportunity in tourismand trade would
be nade available with the linkages, Dr Mhathir noted that in 1991 when he
first visited Santiago there was sinply no awareness anobng Ml aysi an
busi nessnen as to what Chile had to offer.

Today Mal aysi an busi nessnen have investnents here and there are nore
than 1,000 Proton cars on Chilean streets, capturing four per cent of the
mar ket .

"Di stance and | anguage are no |longer cited as obstacles to trade and
investnment in Chile," Dr Mahathir in his speech at an official dinner
hosted by President Eduardo Frei

Chile, a resource-rich Spanish speaking nation of 14 mllion, occupies
750,000 sq km of the Western coastal strip of South Arerica and is the
furthest country for Mal aysi a.

Dr Mahathir told his audience that Ml aysia has al so begun to make its
own electrical products under the brand name MEC and was studying the
possibility of setting up a distribution centre in Chile.

For Chil ean businessnmen wanting to tap the Asean market, the Prinme
M nister offered Mal aysia as the base of their operations.

He also invited Chilean tel econmunications conmpanies to participate in
the Multi-Media Super Corridor (MSC) project.

Dr Mahathir, a strong advocate of South-South cooperation, said
devel oping countries |ike Malaysia and Chile nmust stand together to
determ ne their own destiny.

He said that in the post cold war world, there was a tendency for the
powerful to dictate the way the weak should govern thensel ves

Devel opi ng countries were made to serve the vested interests of those
nmore powerful, as evidenced in South East Asia where currency specul ation
by rogue nanipul ators brought disastrous consequences to the econoni es of
countries in the region.

The Prime Mnister said the rich defended their actions by naintaining
t hat what happened was nothing nmore than a reaction to market forces and
woul d cone to pass.

"'But we the devel oping countries are the ones who have to live with
t he consequences of such irresponsible actions,'' he said. -- BERNAMA
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