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Forests
MALAYSI A COW TTED TO TROPI CAL RAI N FOREST CONSERVATI ON

MELAKA, Sept 8 (Bernamm) -- Malaysia is cormitted to the conservation
of 50 per cent of tropical rain forests in the country, Science, Technol ogy
and Environnent M nister Datuk Law Hi eng Ding said today.

He said this was in accordance with a directive by Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

Law said that although tropical rain forests cover only six per cent of
the Earth, it accounted for alnost half of the wildlife species in the
wor | d.

Mal aysi a had been anong countries in the forefront to ensure the
greening of the Earth and to prevent extinction of wildlife spcecies, he
sai d when opening an international synposiumm on Galliformes, here.

The text of his speech was read out by the director-general of the
Wldlife and National Parks Department, Misa Nordin.

Some 150 participants from 21 countries -- the United States, Canada,
Russia, Australia, Portugal, the Netherlands, Germany, France, Italy,
Britain, Nepal, India, Pakistan, South Africa, Taiwan, China, Vietnam
Thai | and, Si ngapore, |ndonesia and Mal aysi a
-- are attending the three-day synposium

Law said that at present, environnent inpact assessnent reports were
required for all devel opment projects in the country in line with the
government's efforts to protect the environnent.

He said that nore forest reserve areas were being gazetted in the
country to maintain the greenery.

In Sarawak, he said, the state planned to increase its forest reserve
area from four nmillion hectares to seven nillion hectares.

Sarawak had al so set up six national parks in the state, covering
78,000 hectares, and three wildlife sanctuaries, covering 174,693 hectares.
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