04/ 06/ 1997
Mal aysi a Everest teamw |l go on a nati onw de road show

Adel i ne Ong

THE Mal aysi a Everest teamw Il go on a countryw de road show to pronote
clinbing, Youth and Culture Mnister Tan Sri Mihyi ddin Yassin said
yest er day.

Speaki ng at a press conference after celebrating the success of the
clinbers, Mihyiddin said that the conquest of Everest is not the |ast
thing that will be done.

"W are capable of achieving difficult feats, but we need the support
and encouragenent of the people.

"Wth this success, and support and encouragenent, the teamcan further
reach greater achievenents," Mihyiddin said, adding that the teamwi ||
probably attenpt clinbs up the Everest every three years.

"W will start by encouragi ng Mal aysi an youths to clinmb our own hills
and nountai ns. "

The m ni ster added that although nonetary rewards and Gover nnent
recognition will be given to the clinbers, they never asked about rewards.

"The spirit is very high. For the clinbers, achieving this feat was
overwhel m ng enough. It is sonething that noney cannot buy," Mihyiddin
sai d.

He added that there will be a concert on June 14 at the Dataran Merdeka
for the people to cel ebrate the success.

There will also be a neeting with Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Mahathir
Mohamad, and an audi ence with the Agong.

When asked if Malaysians will also attenpt to conquer the depths of the
sea and space, Mihyiddin said that there is a possibility of doing so.

Meanwhi | e, expedition | eader Nor Ram | ee Sul ai man said the teamwil|
work closely with the Nepal ese dinbers' Association for exchange
programres for clinbers.

Meanwhi l e, the teamwere given a rousing and enoti onal wel cone when t hey
returned via the international airport yesterday.

The two clinmbers - M Magendran dan N. Mbhandas - who reached the peak
of the Everest, were nobbed by well-w shers carrying banners and the
Mal aysi an fl ag.

The teamwas | ater whisked to the Prine Mnister's Departnent where
Acting Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mgraced an official welcome
ceremony for the team

Magendr an and Mohandas did the nation proud by being the first
Mal aysi ans to conquer Everest at 2. 10pm (Mal aysian tine) on May 23 1997.
The two were nenbers of the 23-nenber expedition in a project nooted by Dr
Mahat hi r.

When asked about their experiences, Magendran said that it was difficult
for himto express his feelings because it was too overwhel m ng

"I felt joy and gl ory because | have achieved not only ny dream but al so
the dream of the nation when | reached the summt.

"I felt extremely happy and cried at the achi evenment. However, the
vi ctory was when we descended the nountain and reached the base canp
safely," Magendran sai d.

He added that as he was approaching the peak, all he could think of was
that the Prine Mnister, his fanmily and the whol e nati on were wat chi ng
hi m

As for Mhandas, he said he was surprised at the grand wel cone given.

When asked if he was afraid at any point of tine during the clinb,



Mohandas said: "If | were afraid, | would not have joined the expedition
inthe first place.”
( END)
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