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Mahat hi r - Busi ness
MALAYSI A EYEI NG | NFRASTRUCTURE PRQIECTS I N SLOVEN A

By: Zai noor Sul ai man

LJUBLJANA, Cct 29 (Bernanmm) -- Malaysia wants to invest and have joint
co-operation in areas such as construction of infrastructure facilities in
Sl oveni a, property devel opnent and nmanufacturing, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said here Tuesday.

Mal aysi an busi nessmen were also ready to participate in the service
sector such as banking and finance, telecomunications, transportation,
war ehousing and tourismrelated activities, he told a neeting of Slovenian
and Ml aysi an businessmen at the World Trade Centre

Mal aysia Airlines executive chairman Tan Sri Tajudin Rami |ed
Mal aysi a' s 28-nmenber busi ness del egation to the neeting while the Slovenian
side was headed by the president of Slovene Chanber of Econony Jozko Cuk.

Dr Mahathir, who is on a three-day official visit here, said being
countries with small donmestic markets, Slovenia and Ml aysia nmust adopt a
gl obal outl ook to achieve and sustain their economc growh

"Therefore, apart from exploring the economc potentials of each
other's country, the Slovenian and Ml aysian private sector should explore
opportunities for co-operation in third country," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the current |evel of bilateral trade between Ml aysia
and Slovenia was still small, due to the structure of trade being
concentrated on a narrow range of products.

Last year, total trade between the two countries anounted to US$11.6
mllion with Malaysia's exports valued at USS8.7 nillion, the bulk of which
was crude rubber.

Inmports from Slovenia conprising of mainly electricity neters, paper
and paperboard, cenent and fabricated construction nmaterials anpunted to
US$2.9 mllion.

Stressing the need to broaden the range of products and services to
increase trade, Dr Mahathir said it was inportant that Ml aysia could
source from Sl ovenia and vice versa.

"In addition, we also need to |ook into shipping and other neans of
transportation, warehousing as well as the financing arrangements which are
mut ual |y beneficial to us,"” he said.

Stressing that Ml aysia was keen to establish a "significant tie" with
Slovenia, Dr Mahathir said the strategic locations of this Adriatic state
in the Central and Eastern Europe could nmake it the centre of trade for the
regi on.

"Moreover, Slovenia's accession to Central European Free Trade
Associ ati on (CEPTA) which includes Poland, Slovakia, the Czech Republic and
Hungary at the begi nning of |ast year opens up new narkets," he said.

Li kewi se, Sl oveni an business should increase their presence in Asia by
using Malaysia as a springboard for production and distribution of their
products to the region.

"Being in the centre of Southeast Asia, Ml aysia is an ideal |ocation
to serve as a gateway for Slovenia," he said.

Wth a conbined total population of 460 mllion people, the huge Asean
market and its liberal trading environnent would provide and offer
t remendous busi ness opportunities for Sl ovenian business community, he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir later called on the President of the Slovene Nationa
Assenmbly Dr Janez Podobni k at the National Assenbly building.

The Prinme Mnister and his del egation also went on a tour of Bled, the



worl d fanous Al pine resort by the lake with its picturesque island and old
castle on the rock, about 60 km from here.-- BERNAVA
ZS rn
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