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Abdul | ah-Paci fic
MALAYSI A HAS NO | NTENTI ON TO | NFLUENCE OTHER NATI ONS, SAYS ABDULLAH

KUALA LUMPUR, July 21 (Bernamm) -- Malaysia has no intention to
i nfl uence other nations when comenci ng econonic cooperation and trade with
them Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi said today.

"We don't want to influence them..that is not our way," he told
reporters in response to an Australian government secret report that says
t hat Mal aysi an i nfluence over the South Pacific countries is growing as its
tinber firnms help prop up sone regional rulers, while others |look to Kual a
Lunpur to counter Australian influence.

The Mal aysi an econonic involvenent in the Pacific nations was linited
to good approaches that were accepted by these countries, Abdullah said
after opening the Second Asean Congress, here, organised by the Ml aysian
Institute of Strategic and International Studies (Isis)

The conference, held ahead of the Asean Mnisterial Meeting on
Thur sday, gathers |eading scholars, thinkers and top officials of the
region for a three-day discussion on the future of the regi onal grouping

Abdul I ah said: "Qur involvenent there (in the South Pacific) is doing
what we are supposed to do...if our approaches are accepted by them why
should I listen to those who don't agree with thenf"

Abdul I ah al so said that Ml aysia's econonic cooperation w th another
country was based on basic good political relations.

On the report, he said he had not seen it. "If the report is neant for
us, send us a copy,"” he added.

The 98-page report, a briefing for Australian Treasurer Peter Costello,
al | eges, anobng other things, that Ml aysian |ogging interests hel ped
Sol onon |slands | eader Sol onon Manaloni to remain a political force and had
al so supported Papua New Qui nea | eaders.

Fiji had also sought closer ties with Kuala Lunpur to counter
Australia' s dom nance of the South Pacific, says the report that a wre
agency reporter picked up froma table in a hotel

The report was said to have been prepared by treasury officials with
help fromthe foreign affairs departnent and security agencies and was
ranked "AUSTERO' (AUSTRALI AN EYES ONLY), or far higher than just "top
secret".

Mal aysia's relations with Australia are perceived to have returned to
an even keel following the 1993 fall out between Canberra and Kuala Lunpur
when the then Australian Prinme Mnister, Paul Keating, branded Mal aysian
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad "recalcitrant” for not
attending the inaugural Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (Apec) summt in
Seattle. -- BERNAVA
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