17/ 06/ 1997
Mal aysi a keen to hel p rebuild Lebanon, says PM

Har dev Kaur in Beirut

BEI RUT, Mon: Malaysia is keen to participate in the reconstruction of
Lebanon and there is excellent scope for the peoples of the two countries
to work together.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said the "renowned
entrepreneurial spirit of the Lebanese people and their determ nation to
hel p the country resunme its traditional role as a dynam c conmmerci al and
cultural centre for the entire region is sufficient for Malaysia to
participate in your reconstruction."

Dr Mahathir said while Ml aysi ans do not know exactly what role they
could play in Lebanon's reconstruction, nmenbers of the business del egation
are famliar with the "econonic and physical reconstruction of a country".

In his speech at the state banquet here tonight, Dr Mahathir added that
many nenbers of the del egation and their conpani es have played a key rol e
in the economc transformati on of Mal aysia. He hopes that they will be
given an opportunity to participate in returning Lebanon to its fornmer
glory as the prem er business centre of Wst Asia.

The 35-strong Ml aysi an busi ness del egati on acconpanyi ng the Prine
Mnister is led by Tan Sri Tajudin Ranmli, chairman and chi ef executive of
Mal aysia Airlines. Anong the others in the delegation are Tan Sri Aznan
Hashi m chairman of the Arab Mal aysian Group; Tan Sri N k Mohamed Nk
Yaakob, group chief executive of Sinme Darby Bhd; Tan Sri Vincent Tan,
chai rman of Berjaya Group Bhd; Tan Sri Lee Kim Yew, nanagi ng director of
Country Hei ghts Hol di ngs; and Tan Sri A P. Arunugam chairman of Sri
I nderaj aya (Asia Pacific) Sdn Bhd.

"We know that Lebanese prosperity will not only contribute to the well -
being of this region but also to us in Malaysia who wish to trade and
i nteract econonmically with Lebanon."

Dr Mahathir noted that the country has already acconplished a great dea
inrising fromthe ravages of 17 years of strife and conflict.

"The Lebanese people, | believe, place reconstruction above petty
politics. We in nalaysia know very well the need for political stability
for a country's devel opnent. W are sure that Lebanon will rise again."

Dr Mahathir congratul ated his Lebanese counterpart Rafik Hariri for his
strong | eadershi p and his single-mndedness in | eading the Lebanese peopl e
in the i mense task of reconstruction.

Hariri al so spearheaded the "hi ghly successful Friends of Lebanon
Conf erence" in Washington | ast Decenber which forged an effective
partnership to rebuild the country on the basis of the Lebanese peopl e
hel pi ng thensel ves through the private sector, both domestic and foreign.

Thi s approach and nodel, Dr Mahathir said, has worked well in Ml aysia
and shoul d hel p Lebanon to flourish as well. He el aborated on the Ml aysi a
I nc concept which has hel ped create jobs, accel erate econom c growth and
speed up the construction of necessary infrastructure.

Mal aysi a' s experi ence shows that the concept of partnership through
coalition and networking anong the various ethnic and religious groups is
a key elenment in building a vibrant and tol erant society.

"There can be strength in diversity." But it nmust be seriously and
sincerely nurtured over tinme. Ml aysia believes in sharing what we have
rather than trying to take all for ourselves only to destroy the prize
conpletely in the process," Dr Mahathir said.

Mal aysi a, he added, understands and synpathises with the pai ns and



deprivation that Lebanon has suffered because of the prolonged civil war
whi ch was ai ded and abetted by foreign interests.

From bei ng one of the world's nost sophisticated centres of commerce and
culture, it is "sad and regrettable” that Lebanon has been reduced to a
"scarred battlefield".

Nevert hel ess, Dr Mahathir said he is inpressed that Lebanon has begun in
earnest to rebuild and is determined to lay the foundation for durable
peace, both at honme and in the region.

Dr Mahathir is the first Malaysian Prime Mnister to make an offici al
visit to Lebanon. Mal aysia has al ways attached inportance to its relations
wi th Lebanon. The 17 years of turnmoil have exacted their toll and val uabl e
time has been lost. "Fortunately, it has not dimnished our solidarity
with the people of Lebanon.”

Ther e have been nunmerous contacts at both official and conmerci al
| evel s, especially since the early 1960s. Lebanon was anpong t he first
countries with which Ml aysia established diplomatic relations follow ng
| ndependence in 1957. Ml aysia established a trade office in Beirut as
early as 1968 - the first such office in this part of the world.

Dr Mahathir was al so bestowed Lebanon's hi ghest award called Wsha Al -
Akbar, the Grand Cordon of Lenanon, making himthe first foreign dignitary
to receive the award. He is also only the third recipient of this award,
foll owi ng Lebanese President Elias Hrawi and Prine Mnister Hariri
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