28 NOV 1997
Abdul | ah- US
MALAYSI A NOT ON ENM TY WTH THE US- ABDULLAH

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 28 (Bernamm) -- Malaysia's firmstand in defending
its interests and rights does not nmean that it is on enmity with other
countries including the United States, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi said today.

"We don't wish to be the eneny of other countries as we realise that if
we are on good terns with others including the United States, it will bring
much benefit to us," he told TV3's Malaysia Hari Ini (Mlaysia Today) talk
show.

He described Ml aysia-US relations as healthy and nmature and said
Mal aysi a woul d support the United States if what it did was proper but
woul d oppose if it was against Malaysia's principles

For instance, he said Ml aysia supported US intervention in Bosnia to
i mpl enent the Dayton accord and also its programmes in North Korea under
the auspices of the Korean Energy Devel opnent Organisation.

He said Ml aysia acknow edged the inportance of the United States as a
trading partner and as the third biggest investor in this country and at
the sane tinme did not want this to be a "big power-snall power relationship
wi th Mal aysia becom ng an errand boy."

He said Malaysia's exports to the United States |ast year totalled
US$14 billion while the inports from that country anpbunted to US$12

billion. The US investnents in Ml aysia were worth US$6 billion in the
capital sector and US$2 billion in the equity sector.

"We al so have nore than 10,000 students in the United States while our
investnents there totalled US1 billion," he said.

He also denied the allegation that Ml aysia was a trouble maker and US
basher and felt such allegations arose because Ml aysia did not agree with
the US on certain issues.

On the nove by 34 US Congressmen to table a resolution asking Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad to apol ogize or resign for his alleged anti-Jew sh
remarks, Abdullah said Ml aysian enbassy officials were in contact with the
Congressnen to state Ml aysia's stand.

"As of now the Ml aysian Enbassy officials had also met representatives
of the Jewish community in the United States to explain the actua
situation,"” he said referring to Dr Mahathir's statenent about US financier
and currency specul ator George Soros, which had been mscontrued as an
anti-Jewi sh statement.

Abdul | ah said Ml aysi ans' out pouring of spontaneous support for the
Prime Mnister over the issue showed that Ml aysians were united when faced
with external trouble.

On Mal aysi a- Si ngapore relations, he said the sensitive nature of the
rel ati onship was normal anong close friends.

"What is inmportant is that both countries should realise the inportance
of their relationship and be cautious always," he said.

- - BERNAMA
Hl AAM



	MALAYSIA NOT ON ENMITY WITH THE US- ABDULLAH (Bernama 28/11/1997)

