12/ 09/ 1997
Mal aysia of fers to hel p Mongolia boost tourism

Rose Ismail in Uan Bator, Mngolia

MALAYSIAis willing to work with Mongolia to overcome obstacl es which are
giving tourists, from Sout heast Asia especially, the inpression that this
north Asian country is renote, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said.

The Prime M nister said Mongolia only needed sone investnents in
facilities to make it attractive and accessi bl e.

Dr Mahathir, on the fourth and final day of his official visit to
Mongolia, said that with its pristine beauty, clean air, glorious history
and the relics of the past, Mngolia would make a great destination for
tourists.

Yet, he noted, npbst people in Southeast Asia perceived Mngolia as
di stant and i naccessi bl e.

"It istime to revise our perceptions. It only took seven hours to fly
here. It takes 13 hours to fly non-stop to London and nore than 20 hours
to New York. Yet, those places are not regarded as renote."

That he is the first Ml aysian and Asean | eader to visit Mngolia and
also the first world | eader to head such a | arge del egati on of busi nessnen
to Mongolia to explore ways to inprove bilateral relations between the two
countries bears testinony to this fact.

Dr Mahathir said this at a cerenony where he was conferred an honorary
doctorate of humanity at the National University of Mongolia this norning.

Dr Mahathir then reiterated his earlier call to Mungolia that it should
work closely with other countries of the South.

He said as the world entered the next millenniumall devel oping
countries should "unite and speak with one voice to ensure that our
interests are pronoted and views duly respected".

It was inperative, he stressed, for countries of the South to intensify
co-operation for their mutual benefits.

"Countries of the South, in their efforts to develop their economni es,
will find their path fraught with difficulties including those inposed by
external pressures.

"W in the East Asian region are only too aware of these attenpts by
outside forces to sl ow down our rapid econonic growh as denonstrated by
the recent attenpts to destabilise and weaken certain East Asian
currencies.”

Until and unl ess devel opi ng countries resisted the mani pul ati on by these
external forces, Dr Mahathir said, "we will not be able to achieve the
full potential of our countries”.

In his remarks, the university rector, Sh. Gantsog, said that Mngolians
knew Dr Mahathir as an outstanding world politician who had pushed for
greater co-operation anong countries and contributed significantly to the
advancenent of science, culture and education. He said Mongolia al so
greatly appreciated Dr Mahathir's willingness to consider education as a
priority issue in the devel opment of Mngolia- Ml aysia relations.
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