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Mahat hi r - Tr ai ni ng
MALAYSI A OFFERS TRAI NI NG TO HELP THE KYRGYZ REPUBLI C

By: Zulkefli Salleh

Bl SHKEK (Kyrgyztan), Sept 12 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad today offered to provide Ml aysia' s expertise in six key
areas to the Kyrgyz people to assist in the devel opnment of the Central
Asi an country.

Dr Mahathir al so handed over Malaysia's report on a conprehensive joint
study on the Kyrgyz Republic's econonmy to President Askar Akayev to
conpl enent the republic's devel opment programme and to assist inits
transition to becone a narket econony.

The offer for training was nade at a neeting of the two del egati ons and
the presentation of the report in conjuction with the Prime Mnister's
t hree-day working visit here.

The specific areas training would be offered are in the bangking
financial sector and the fiscal system |egal and constitutional affairs;
trade and industry; energy sector; agriculture sector and transportation
sector, Dr Mahathir said at the del egation neeting

He said that as a fellow devel oping country, Ml aysia's resources were
limted and as such Malaysia felt that the nost effective manner to
contribute would be in the formof providing training and to share its
experiences including hands-on training

He said there was great potential for cooperation between both
countries' private sector where their chanbers of commerce could start by
building strategic alliances and explore potential areas of business

He was told, he said, that sone of these cooperative efforts had
al ready started.

Dr Mahathir said the offer for training in banking and financial sector
was nmde because they are critical sectors, as a sound financial sector
woul d go a |long way towards buil ding investors' confidence.

This woul d cover the training and upgradi ng of Kyrgyz senior bank
officials at Bank Negara Mal aysia to include nonetary fiscal policies,
conmer ci al bank operations, risk assessnment and managenent, and pronotion
of investnments, he said.

The Inland Revenue Board and the Royal Custons and Excise Depart ment
woul d provide training on the tax and fiscal system he said.

Dr Mahathir said that Ml aysia could help assist Kyrgyz in the setting
up of a Mda-type organisation and the setting up of an agency to oversee
the managenent of free trade zones. Mda is the Ml aysian Industria
Devel opnent Aut hority.

He said that Kyrgyz officials could also be attached to Mda to learn
about the fornulation of industrial policies and pronotion and managenent
of investnent.

In the energy sector, he said that Ml aysia could provide exposure to
Kyrgyz on its experience on privatisation in the energy sector while in the
agricultural sector, Milaysia could share her experience in the nonitoring
and eval uation system for agriculture projects.

On the joint econonic report, Dr Mahathir said it took about a year to
conplete. "It does not have the answers to all your queries and questions
but what it does have is the wealth of our own devel opnent experiences," he
sai d

Dr Mahathir said the intention of the study was to provide senior
officials of Kyrgyz with an economic road map, as well as to identify
potential areas for foreign investnent.



The joint econonic study which began in Septenber |ast year was carried
out by Ml aysia's Economic Planning Unit (EPU) in the Prine Mnister's
Department and the Mnistry of Finance of the Kyrgyz Republic. It provides
an analysis of the 11 sectors identified by Malaysia's senior officials as
needi ng particular attention

Dr Mahathir said the approach of the study was one of naximsing the
use of limted resources by ensuring that the devel opment of one sector
woul d in turn support the devel opnent of anot her

"The study should serve as a conplenment and suppl enent to the nunerous
studies already carried out by various aid agencies and internatina
organi sations for the Kyrgyz Republic,"” he said.

However, President Akayev, at a joint press conference |ater, described
the report a unique one ever prepared for Kyrgyz and said he regarded it as
a special gift froma special friend. He named the report as the "Mahathir
Pl an".

The Kyrgyz governnment had proposed a high-level joint conmittee between
Kyrgyz and Mal aysian officials to oversee the inplenentation of the report
and a special fund would be set up to inplenent imrediately sonme of the
proposal s, he said.

On Malaysia's offer for training in the various fields, Akayev said he
consi dered them as a val uable contribution to the devel opment of Kyrgyz
which he said would go a long way towards strengthening bilatera
rel ati onshi p.

Dr Mahathir, in turn, said since his first visit to Kyrgyz |last year
and Akayev's the year before, both countries had devel oped a cl ose
relationship and he regarded the Kyrgyz president as a personal friend

For that reason, Ml aysia would like to work closely with the people of
Kyrgyz in their quest to realise their full potential, he said to a
question by a local reporter as to why Ml aysia has chosen Kyrgyz to nake
the econonmic report.

Dr Mahathir also said that as Kyrgyz is a relatively small country it
was not difficult for Malaysia to assist in their devel opnent.

In conjunction with the presentation of the report, Ml aysia' s EPU and
the Mnistry of Finance of Kyrgyz signed a Conpl enentary Agreenent on
Econom ¢ Cooperation. The EPU was represented by its director-general, Tan
Sri Ali Abul Hassan Sul ai man, while Kyrgyz M nister of Finance Toal aybek
Koychumanov singed on behal f of his government. -- BERNAMVA

ZKS RM



	MALAYSIA OFFERS TRAINING TO HELP THE KYRGYZ REPUBLIC (Bernama 12/09/1997)

