18/ 09/ 1997

Mal aysi a organi sing tel efood to help alleviate world hunger

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The first world tel efood ai med at nobilising
financial resources through public contribution to alleviate hunger wll
be organised in conjunction with the Wrld Food Day on Cct 16.

Mal aysia will hold its own celebrations with the opening in the
headquarters of the Ml aysian Agricultural Research and Devel oprment
Institute in Serdang. There wi Il be denonstrations, an exhibition and sal e
of agricul tural products.

Agriculture Mnister Datuk Dr Amar Sul ai man Daud said today it was
crucial to arouse the public's awareness of the inportance of tel efood and
what the contributions woul d be used for.

He said the Cabinet recently approved the proposal for Malaysia to
organi se the telefood with the Food and Agricultural Organisation of the
United Nations and hoped for the private sector's co-operation.

It had yet to decide the station or channel to hold the tel ef ood.

Each participating country will organise the telefood in its own way and
contribute an average of 10 to 15 minutes to the gl obal programe on
Wor | d- Vi si on.

Tel efood will present reports on world hunger as well as feature the FAO
Speci al Programre for Food Security and other grassroots projects ainmed at
fighting hunger and nmal nutrition.

"The funds will be used to hel p devel oping countries in need, to help
the hungry feed thensel ves, to take pragmatic action at the grassroots
| evel and build success programes."”

Dr Sul ai man, who was speaking to reporters after receiving a courtesy
visit fromFAO director-general Dr Jacques Diouf at his office earlier
said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad was invited to give the
keynote address at the Wrld Food Day opening in Rone.

Dr Sul ai man said the FAO had al so asked for Ml aysia's continued support
inefforts to alleviate world hunger and to assist in drainage and
irrigation training as well as provide irrigation equi pnent.

The FAO was al so trying to gain the support of the world and regi ona
banks to co-sponsor the event, thenmed "lInvesting in Food Security"”.

Mal aysi a t hrough Bernas has planted paddy on 320 hectares of land in
Qui nea.
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