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MALAYSI A PLEDGES SUPPORT FOR LEBANON AGAI NST | SRAELI AGGRESSI ON

By: Mkhtar Hussain

BEI RUT, June 18 (Bernanm) -- Ml aysia has expressed support for Lebanon
agai nst Israeli aggression and pledged to do its best in internationa
forumto ensure the withdrawal of Tel Aviv troops from the Lebanese
southern territory.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said as a country once
i nvaded by Japanese troops, Ml aysia synpathi sed and understood the
feelings of the Lebanese people.

"(Hel p) Not by fighting of course but through diplomtic neans," he
said at a luncheon during yesterday's visit to the port city of Sidon,
about 50km from the southern border of Lebanon, being occupied by Israeli
sol di ers.

The luncheon was hosted by Sidon governor Ms Bahia Hariri, a sister of
Prime Mnister Rafic Hariri.

Si don, sone 43km south of Beirut and the birthplace of Hariri was not
affected by the Israeli aggression and is now a popul ar seaside tourist
spot anbng Lebanese picnickers.

"But you can still hear shootings and bonbings in the south. They (the
Israeli) are even trying to build a settlenent in that area," said a
Lebanese official here.

Dr Mahathir al so expressed Malaysia's stand on the issue in a private
nmeeting with Hariri, here, earlier.

Speaking to reporters after the neeting, Foreign Mnister Datuk
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi said both | eaders agreed that the Wst Asian peace
process would not materialise as long as Benjamn Netanyahu is the prine
m ni ster of |srael

"They felt that as long as Netanyahu | eads Israel, there will be no
sign of peace in Wst Asia as the Jew sh | eader adopted a confrontational
attitude and ignored the Israel-Pal estine peace accord initiated by past
| eaders, " he said.

Though several Syrian tankers and military security posts were seen in
certain areas near Sidon, the developnent in Sidon was clearly evident with
the construction of highways and condoni ni unms overl ooking the Mediterranean
Sea.

Syria is Lebanon's close ally since the MuslimChristian civil war
broke out in 1975 and Israel's invasion on Palestinian settlenents in
Lebanon. -- BERNAMVA
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