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Syed Hami d- Pr ot est
MALAYSI A PROTESTS AGAI NST POOR TREATMENT

By: Zainal Abidin Bujal

SPLIT (Croatia), Feb 2 (Bernama) -- Malaysia will |odge a protest to
the Italian government following the poor treatment accorded to a
del egation of senior Ml aysian Armed Forces officers by the state police at
the Pisa Airport on January 31.

"W will seek the cooperation of the Foreign Mnistry to pressure the
Italian enbassy in Kuala Lunmpur to investigate and seek clarification on
how the incident could have happened,” Defence M nister Datuk Syed Hanid
Al bar told Ml aysian journalists at the Malcon 3 National Support Elenent
(NSE) Headquarters at Kastel Sucurac, here today.

Syed Hamid arrived here last night to distribute Hari Raya hanpers
besi des neeting and mingling with 1,053 nmenbers of the Ml aysian arned
forces at several locations (Malcon 3) serving with the Stabilisation Force
(SFOR) in Croatia and Bosnia Herzegovi na.

However, he said, the formof the protest to be | odged depended on the
outcone of investigations to be carried out by the Mnistry of Defence
(M ndef) and the Italian authorities.

During the incident, nenbers of the Pisa state police refused to allow
the Mal aysi an Armed Forces delegation led by Kluang 7th Bri gade Conmmander,
Bri g-Jen Mohanmed Zanri |smail and acconpani ed by Royal Ml aysian Navy (RW)
Human Resources Director, Kapten Dakalan Karim to |eave the airport
arrival hall to nmeet 115 officers and nen of the RWN and their famly to
distribute Hari Raya hanpers.

The RWN personnel are involved in the project to purchase Corvette
vessels fromltaly by the Ml aysian Government at the Fincantieri shipyard
in Pisa, since |last year.

Both the Corvette warships are scheduled to be brought to Ml aysia by
the end of the year under the command of Kapten Roslan Mahnud.

The Pisa police authorities refused to allow the Ml aysian Arned Forces
del egation to leave on grounds that all nenbers of the del egation
conprising 115 military officers and 15 journalists, who | anded on a Royal
Mal aysi an Air Force (RMAF) Charlie 130 aircraft, were wearing mlitary
uni form

Syed Hamid explained that M ndef will |odge a conplaint according to
proper channels because the problem coul d have been avoi ded as M ndef had
al ready inforned about the arrival of the RVAF aircraft, and it is not
uncommon for nilitary personnel to wear uniform

Syed Hamid is being acconpani ed by Arnmy Chief, Jen. Datuk Seri Che Mat
Noor Mat Arshad and M ndef Deputy Secretary General |1, Datuk Syed Jaafar
Syed Aznan, anong ot hers.

At a function at the NSE last night, Syed Hamid distributed 14 Raya
hanpers to nenbers of Ml con 3 which were received by its comrander,

Lt. Kol . Rodzi I brahim

Syed Hanid al so conveyed Aidil Fitri nessages from Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhd Ali to
t he menbers of Ml con 3.

This nmorning, Syed Hamid visited Livnu Canp, the Malcon 3 Base in
Bosni a Herzegovi na, about 180 kmfrom Split. This afternoon, he is
scheduled to fly to Serajevo to pay a courtesy call on the Joint Chairman
of Bosnia Herzegovina Dr Haris Silajdzic and break fast with the Miuslim
community there. -- BERNAMA
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