11 AUG 1997
Mahat hi r - Bosni a
MALAYSI A REMAINS COW TTED TO ASSI STI NG BOSNI A AND HERZEGOVI NA

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 11 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said
toni ght Ml aysia remains committed to assisting Bosnia and Herzegovi na and
wants to devel op a genuine partnership with the Bal kan state

He said Ml aysia recognised that country's strength and potential and
was optimstic that with a true commtnent towards peace anong all parties
concerned, the Bosnian econony could be rebuilt and devel oped, its
political structures put in place properly and the social fabric
strengt hened.

"W wish to work with you as you strive towards the inplenentation of
the Dayton Peace Agreenent and the reconstruction of the country," he said
at a dinner in honour of the co-chairmen of the Council of Mnisters of
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Boro Bosic and Haris Silajdzic.

The prine mnister said Malaysia had again committed US$12 nmillion
(US$1=RM2.6) for this year's reconstruction programes for Bosnia and the
nodalities for the disbursenent of the funds and projects to be inplenented
wer e under di scussion.

He said Mal aysia was also keen to work in Bosnia and Herzegovina with
sone other countries and had discussed the idea of |aunching tripartite or
quadripartite efforts with a nunber of these countries.

"W feel that one way to accelerate the pace of reconstruction in
Bosni a and Herzegovina is to encourage a synergy of interests anmpong nany
countries in specific projects,” he said.

Over the years, Ml aysian entrepreneurs had gai ned experience and
expertise in many fields and they could share these and their resources
with Bosnian entrepreneurs not only in Bosnia but also in Malaysia and in
ot her countries, he said.

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia could be of help in certain areas including
privatisation, trade and investnent pronotion and econonic planning

He said Malaysia was willing to share its experience in the devel opnent
of small- and medium scale industries and participate in infrastructure
devel opnent and in the reconstruction of existing facilities and
construction of new ones such as airports, highways and power plants.

Sonme Mal aysian firnms also had expertise in projects identified under
t he auspices of the Southeast European Cooperative lnitiative (SECI), he
sai d.

Al t hough the volunme of trade between the two countries was still very
small it should not be a cause for discouragenent, Dr Mahathir said, adding
that there was scope for it to grow as Bosnia and Herzegovina built a broad
i ndustrial base based on its good technol ogi cal know how and highly skilled
peopl e.

"We hope that Bosnia and Herzegovina will becone one of Malaysia's
strategic partners in southern Europe. W on the other hand can be an
i mportant conduit for your products to enter the w der East Asian narket,"
he said.

Dr Mahathir also said that Malaysia's conmitnent towards the
preservati on and pronnotion of peace in Bosnia and Herzegovi na renai ned
strong with the continual deploynent of the Ml aysian contingent serving
with the Stabilisation Force (SFOR).

"Qur troops will remain there as long as there is an internationa
mandate for themto do so. The troops are there to nurture peace, not to
serve sectional interests,” he said. Mlaysia shared the view of the



i nternational conmunity that peace nust be safeguarded in the Bal kan state
and those indicted as war crimnal had to be answerable for their actions,
he added.

The peace that had been achieved nust be nurtured to becone a genui ne
and durable one, he said, adding that it was inportant to ensure that the
horrors and atrocities seen during the war were not repeated.

Dr Mahathir said it mght not be easy to forget those horrors and they
shoul d not be forgotten, but at the same tine it was necessary to | ook
forward in order to rebuild and to neet future chall enges

He said that from Mal aysia's own experience, it knew that attention had
al ways been paid to the delicate balance of the interests of all those
peopl e concerned.

"I'n our kind of society, the element of a healthy respect for others is
vital. Tol erance, conprom se, confidence-building, power-sharing, goodwll,
cooperation and a good understanding of sensitivities are also inportant in
our political culture," he said.

He added that those living in plural societies had very little choice
but to live together, accommdate and respect each other and cooperate for
the benefit of all.

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia had its own way of managi ng and overconi ng
the problems of a plural society and was willing to share its experience
with others, including the Bal kan state. -- BERNAMA
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