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Mal aysia still attractive investment destination

DESPI TE recent turnoil in the financial markets, Ml aysia will continue to
wel cone foreign investors.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohamad said Mal aysi a remai ns an
attractive investment destination and investors fromBritain and Europe
will find a business-friendly governnent, a market-driven econony, a pro-
active private sector and buoyant optinmsmin Ml aysia.

"The Mal aysi an governnment has taken bold steps to overcone the currency
and stock market crisis. As a pragmatic governnent, we have instituted
renedi al measures to reduce our expenditure, defer big projects, reduce
costs and boost productivity so that we can continue our econonic
pr ogress.

"The measures we have taken underline the fact that we have a pragmatic
government. More inportantly, we are responsive to the views of the
busi ness comunity, including genuine foreign investnents," he said in his
message for the London Di al ogue on Mal aysia-British Partnership which will
be held in London on Cctober 21.

The di al ogue, thenmed "Ml aysia and Britain - Dynanic Partnership for the
21st Century", is organised by Asian Strategy and Leadership Institute
(Asli) with the cooperation of the British-Mlaysian Society, Asia House
and t he Mal aysi an Cormonweal th Studi es Centre, Canbridge University. It
will be attended by some 200 top corporate | eaders fromboth countri es.

Dr Mahathir said in the first half of the year, Ml aysia achieved 8.7

per cent growth. "Wile we may sl ow down slightly next year, | am
confident that we shall still achieve a noderately high growth with | ow
i nflation.

"We shall continue with our privatization progranmes as well as
deregul ation and liberalisation,” he said.

Asli president Encik Mrzan Mahat hir, speaking at a press conference,
said the London Dialogue will ook into the current and future prospects
of Mal aysia-British partnership to pronote cl oser business and economic
cooperation through the Conmonweal th and Asi a- Europe Meeting. It will not
only be in the economic field but also in the educati on and defence
sectors.

It is also a significant significant way to di ssem nate information on
the prospects of investing in both countri es.

"W have much to offer each other, particularly in the area of
i nformati on technol ogy,"” he said.

The dial ogue is al so ained at pronoting the Miultinedia Super Corridor

Anpong the topics to be discussed during the dial ogue are opportunities
in the Mal aysi an Capital Market, business and i nvestnent opprtunities in
Mal aysia, Smart Partnership for the 21st Century and enhanci ng Angl o-

Mal aysi an rel ati ons.

The mai n sponsor for the dialogue is Standard Chartered Bank. The co-
sponsors are Pesaka Jardi ne Fl enming Sdn Bhd, Vickers PLC, YTL Corporation,
Bank Buni put era Mal aysi a Bhd, GEC- Marconi Projects(Ml aysia), BZWCapital
and Tan and Tan Devel opnents Bhd.
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