28 SEP 1997
Li ng- Rai | way
MALAYSI A TO CONVI NCE ASEAN LEADERS ON TRANS- ASI A RAI LWAY PRQIECT

PETALI NG JAYA, 28 Sept (Bernama) -- Malaysia will present a report on
the viability of the Trans-Asia railway project when Asean | eaders neet in
Kual a Lunpur in Decenber, Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik
sai d today.

He said the report, which is based on a feasibility study on the

econoni ¢ and technical aspects of the project, will be tabled by Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad.
"The Prinme Mnister will convince the |eaders about the viability of

this project," he told reporters after attending lunch with 30 children of
"The Little Children Art Goup of Korea" at a restaurant in Bandar U ama
here.

The children, aged between eight and 14 years, are here on a mission to
promote international friendship and solidarity with other countries in the
world as well as to seek aid for North Korean children affected by fam ne

The proposed Trans-Asia railway, which is expected to spur economc

devel opnent in the Mekong region, wll begin in Singapore, pass through
Peni nsul ar Mal aysi a before reachi ng Bangkok which will be the central
poi nt .

From Bangkok, three possible routes have been proposed. The first is
t hrough the Mekong basin countries of Canmbodia and Vietnam and then to
Kunmi ng.

A second route proposed is from Bangkok to Vientiane in Laos and
onwards to Kunming, while the third is from Bangkok into Myanmar before
endi ng in Kunm ng

Dr Ling said he would chair a two-day neeting with experts fromthe
Renong, Bolton and DRB groups, who nake up the project's consortium from
Tuesday, to discuss the content of the inception report.

He said the experts in the consortium had coll ected enornobus
informati on about the railway tracks in Myanmar, Conbodia and Thail and so
much so that they were able to identify "all the existing gaps".

The Trans-Asia railway was approved at the summit of Asean |eaders in
Bangkok | ast year and Mal aysia was appointed as the coordinator of the
multi-mllion ringgit project. -- BERNAMA
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