03 MAR 1997
Abdul | ah-Croati a
MALAYSI A TO HELP UNEMPLOYED CROATI AN SOLDI ERS

KUALA LUMPUR, March 3 (Bernama) -- Malaysia will send a del egation |ed
by senior officials of the Economic Planning Unit to Croatia to identify
snmal | scal e industries which can be set up in that country to help its
ex-servi cenen, Foreign Mnister Datuk Abdullah Haji Ahnmad Badawi said
t oday.

He said Croatian Prine Mnister Zl atko Matesa requested for such help
in his talks with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad at the
Prime Mnister's Departnent here. Matesa arrived here yesterday for a
three-day official visit.

"Dr Mahathir agreed to the request and the EPU delegation will |eave
for Croatia as soon as possible,” he said when briefing the press on the
tal ks between the two | eaders.

Dr Mahathir also net nenbers of Matesa's del egation which included the
economic, tourism foreign affairs, transport and conmunication mnisters
as well as representatives of shipping and electronic industry conpanies.

Abdul I ah said Matesa nade the proposal on small scale industries for
ex-servi cenen because if the war veterans were not helped, it give would
give rise to many problens in his country.

The two | eaders also agreed that their countries cooperate actively in
such areas as power generation, shipbuilding and construction.

They al so agreed that private conpanies inplenent various economnic
projects that had been agreed to earlier anong Ml aysia, Croatia and
Bosni a.

Abdul  ah said Dr Mahathir had assured the Croatian | eader that he woul d
encourage Mal aysi an private conpanies to set up industries in that country.

He said the Croatian Prime Mnister had also agreed to permt
Mal aysia's Air Asia to fly to that country's capital city of Zagreb.

Mal aysia Airlines also has landing rights in that city.

Fol | ow- up di scussions on this would be held between Ml aysi an Transport
M nister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik and Croatian officials.

Dr Mahathir thanked Croatia for inmporting Mlaysian built cars which
were enjoying a good market there. -- BERNAVA
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