12/ 07/ 1997

Mal aysia to propose alternate year dialogue to South Africa

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Organisers of the Langkawi International D al ogue nmay
propose that the LID and South African International Dial ogue be held on
alternate years to ensure full support and participation for both events.

Sci ence Adviser to the Prime Mnister Tan Sri Dr Omar Abdul Rahman said
there was a proposal to have a Southern African International D al ogue in
1998 and it may prove "a bit too nuch for Malaysia” to also have a LID
' 98.

"So we may want to propose having a LID '99 instead of one in 1998," he
said at a Press briefing on the three-day dial ogue that begins on July 28.
Omar who is also the joint secretary of LID'97 International Advisory
Council, said the matter woul d be di scussed in the course of the dial ogue

and was subject to agreenent by all parties invol ved.

LID"'97 is organi sed by the Ml aysian |Industry-Governnment G oup for
H gh Technol ogy and the Commonweal t h Partnership for Technol ogy
Managenent .

Omar said 13 of the 16 Heads of countries invited to LID'97 have
confirned their attendance.

Jordon will not be attending while Tanzani a and Mozanbi que have not
replied to the invitations.

Heads of governnments from Botswana, Nami bia, Uganda, Zi nbabwe, Ghana,
Mal awi , Madagascar, Mauritius and Swazil and are anong t hose who have
confirned their attendance.

Anmong those listed as confined attendees were both Canbodi an Prine
M ni sters Prince Norodom Ranari dhh and Hun Sen

When asked if Canbodi a would send a representative instead of its Prine
M ni sters since clashes in the country broke out |ast week, QOmar said he
did not know but woul d seek the advice of Wsna Putra on the matter.

He said the confirmations fromboth Prinme Mnisters were recei ved when
invitations to LID 97 were sent out three nonths ago.

Omar al so acknow edged and thanked rmai n and cor porate sponsors who
contributed R mllion for LID 97 today.

The main sponsors - Ml aysi an Resources Corporation Berhad represented
by its executive chairman Datuk Khalid Ahmad, Sapura Group, by its
presi dent and chief executive officer Shahril Shamsuddi n and Tel ekom
Mal aysi a Ber had, by head of Corporate Affairs Sharifah Mhd |smail
presented nock cheques of RMBOO, 000 each to Onar.

Cor por at e sponsors who contri buted RMLOO, 000 each were YTL Corporation
Ber had represented by executive chairman Tan Sri Yeoh Tiong Lay, Chase
Per dana Berhad by executive deputy chairman Dat uk Masi di Manj un, Ekran
Ber had by chairman Ti ng Pek Khing, Sungei WAy Berhad by group corporate
advi sor Tan Sri Ranmon Navar at nam and Renong Ber had whi ch was not
represented at the event.

Al so present was Ml aysian Airlines vice president of sal es Rashid Khan.
Mal aysian Airlines is the official carrier for LID 97.

Topics to be discussed by 250 participants include Conpany and
| nt er conpany Experiences, Cooperative Franeworks Beyond Nati onal Borders,
Technol ogy and Emer gi ng Econom es and Technol ogy in Financi al Servi ces.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad will open the neeting on
July 28 and deliver the keynote address.

Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahimis al so expected to
deliver a keynote address at a dinner on the second day of the dial ogue.



There will al so be sessions for "hands-on" application of technology in
conmer ce and fi nance.
( END)
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