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MALAYSI A TO REVI EW VI SA RULI NG FOR HONG KONG VI SI TORS

By: Tham Choy Lin

HONG KONG, June 30 (Bernama) -- Malaysia will review its decision to
i mpose visas on Hong Kong visitors after the territory is returned to
China, said Foreign Mnister Datuk Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi .

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad who is also Hone M nister
has agreed that the ruling be reviewed and it would be done as soon as
possi bl e, Abdullah told reporters after calling on Hong Kong Chi ef
Executi ve-desi gnate Tung Chee Hwa here today.

"I informed Tung that it was not the intention of Ml aysia to send any
kind of signal that we |acked confidence in Hong Kong. In fact, we
congratul ate Hong Kong on the successful negotiation it that has taken for
its independence fromthe British and we rejoice with them" he said.

Abdul | ah said he discussed the matter with Dr Mahathir, who is
currently in London on |eave, on the telephone last night after getting
f eedback from Mal aysi an Commi ssi oner Zakaria Sulong on the situation here
and the feelings of the Hong Kong adm ni stration

Several Mal aysi an busi nessnmen al so cane to see him about the matter
after he arrived here as Malaysia's representative to the handover cerenobny
schedul ed m dni ght today.

The visa, to be inposed on all Hong Kong visitors fromCct 1 after a
three-nonth grace period, was the main topic of discussion between Abdullah
and Tung.

Asked on the feedback from the business comunity on the visa ruling,
Abdul I ah said they were concerned and felt it reflected a |ack of
confidence especially at this juncture of Hong Kong's return to China.

The visa requirenent was al so expected to affect the nunber of Hong
Kong tourists to Malaysia estimated at nore than 100,000 a year.

During the 15-minute neeting at his office, Tung was happy that
Mal aysi a had sent a representative to the historic celebration which he
said was inportant to the Hong Kong peopl e because they were going to be
i ndependent of colonial rule, said Abdullah

He said Tung, who will be sworn in in the early hours of tonorrow, was
confident of Hong Kong's future and its contribution towards the
noder ni sati on of China under the "one country, two systens"” principle.

The future | eader al so hoped that Ml aysia would continue to support
and inprove its trade relations with Hong Kong.

"I't has always been our intention to continue our relations in whatever
we can including econonmic relations that we have all these years.

"Mal aysi ans have benefited from the trade and investnents in Hong Kong
or in Ml aysia," said Abdull ah.

At Present, Hong Kong citizens holding British National (Overseas)
Passport and the British Dependent Territory Citizen (BDIC) docunent trave
visa free to Ml aysi a.

Visa is required of those holding Certificate of ldentity (nore than
seven years residence) and Document of ldentity (less than seven years
resi dence).

Hong Kong authorities will from July 3 begin issuing passports to 5.5
mllion permanent residents under the new Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region (HKSAR) as it will be known after its return to Chinese sovereignty.

As of June 26, 33 countries have agreed to grant visa-free access to
t he HKSAR passports. -- BERNAVA
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