27/ 08/ 1997
Mal aysia to seek Asean's views over China's proposa

Pat vi nder Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Malaysia will seek Asean's views on China' s proposa
for joint devel opment of the disputed Spratly Islands at the grouping's
informal summit in Decenber.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi said today Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad i nfornmed the Sultan of Brune
Sul tan Hassanal Bol ki ah that Mal aysi a had not taken a stand in response to
China's position as it viewed as inportant Asean's and Asean countries
role in the issue.

"The Prine Mnister said it would be better if the matter was brought up
at the com ng Asean neeting to get the views and stands of Asean nenber
countries," Abdull ah said.

He was briefing reporters after a del egati on neeti ng between Brunei and
Mal aysi a | ed by Sultan Hassanal Bol ki ah and Dr Mahathir.

"The Prime M nister took the opportunity to tell the Sultan of Brunei of
China's stand on the Spratly Islands. The Prine Mnister said Ml aysia had
not made a stand as a response to China's stand but views Asean and ot her
Asean cl ai mant countries as having played an inportant role in the issue
and so it would be better if the matter was brought up at the coning Asean
meeting to get the views and stands of Asean nations involved in the
clai ns," Abdul | ah sai d.

He said that China, through its Prime Mnister Li Peng who visited
Mal aysi a | ast nonth, had acknow edged that there were overl apping clains
to the islands and that their resolution was not an easy matter but should
be resol ved peacefully through reference to international |aws and the
Uni ted Nations Convention of the Law of the Sea.

He said Li Peng's view was that presently China and ot her cl ai mant
countries involved had other priorities, especially those related to
devel opnent and economic reformati on and these shoul d be given attention
now as they were urgent while the Spratlys clainms continued to be
di scussed as usual

Chi na, Ml aysia, the Philippines, Vietnam Thailand and Brunei have laid
claimon part or the entire string of atolls and coral reefs in the South
China Sea, believed to be rich in oil and other resources.
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