01/ 07/ 1997
Mal aysia to review visa requirenents

Har dev Kaur in Hong Kong

HONG KONG, Mon: Malaysia is to reviewits decision to i npose visa
requi rements on Hong Kong citizens follow ng the handi ng over of the
territories to Beijing.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad has agreed that the
deci si on be reviewed, Foreign M nister Datuk Abdull ah Ahmad Badawi sai d.
Abdul I ah said he spoke with Dr Mahathir |ast night.

Abdul I ah had earlier met with Ml aysi an busi nessnen, entrepreneurs and
officials in Hong Kong and sought their views. He said the review w || be
undert aken as soon as posssible and this has been agreed to Dr Mahathir.

Mal aysi a had announced on Friday that foll owing the handover citizens of
the Special Adnministrative Region (SAR) will have to apply for visas to
visit Ml aysia. There has been consi derabl e di scussions on this here just
hours ahead of the historic handover cerenony.

Abdul | ah, who net the new Chi ef Executive of the SAR, M Tung Chee- hwa,
stressed that Malaysia did not in any way intend to send any nessage or
signal that it |acks confidence in the new Hong Kong. On the contrary,

Mal aysia i s confident about Hong Kong's future under Tung.

He congratul ated Tung on the birth of the new Hong Kong, saying that
"Mal aysia rejoices with you on the newfound i ndependence fromBritain."

The Mal aysi an comni ssion here will be known as a consul ate-general in
keeping with the new SAR. The consul -general, Encik Zakaria Sul ong, will
continue to |l ook after the Malaysian affairs in the SAR

Last Friday, Zakaria said in an interview all Hong Kong visitors to
Mal aysi a, including those holding British National Overseas Passports
(BNOP), will be required to apply for visas after Hong Kong reverts to
China on July 1

He said, however, they will be given a three-nmonth grace period until
Oct ober 1 during which travel docunents issued by the existing Hong Kong
Governnent will continue to be recogni sed by Ml aysi an authorities.

Genui ne busi nessnen will be given nultiple-entry visas valid for 10
years to facilitate their travel to Mal aysia, he added.

"The Mal aysi an Governnment has decided that visas will be inposed on al
SAR passport hol ders who wish to visit Malaysia and it will be effective
July 1, the day China resunes sovereignty over Hong Kong," he said.

Zakaria said the grace period was granted to all ow the peopl e of Hong
Kong to obtain SAR passports. Mist Hong Kong visitors currently enjoy
visa-free entry into Mal aysi a.

He said the Chinese authorities were inforned of the requirenment |ast
month. Currently, BNOP and British Dependent Territory Certificate (BDTC)
hol ders have visa-free entry to Mal aysia. Those holding Certificate of
Identity (with nore than seven years residence in HK) and Docunent of
Identity (with residence of | ess than seven years in HK) are required to
obt ai n vi sas bef or ehand.

Several other countries have said they will not recogni se the BDTC from
July 1. China does not recogni se the BDTC which the British began issuing
to certain persons after the 1989 Ti anannmen Square incident. Mre than
three mllion of Hong Kong's 6.3 million popul ation are expected to apply
for SAR passports. BNOP hol ders nunber 3.3 mllion

Last year, 145,000 people fromHong Kong, nostly tourists, visited
Mal aysi a, an increase of 135,000 from 1995.

In response to Zakaria's remarks, Hong Kong I nmigration Director Regina



I p said the Mal aysi an Governnment had not notified her personally of the
ruling, according to the South Chi na Mdrning Post.

"I amvery disappointed. This is totally unjustified and unnecessary,"
said Ip who also promised to try to get the decision reversed.

"I do not think it is anything to do with imr gration problens caused by
our people but is purely synbolic because of the change of sovereignty,"”
she added.

The report said this is believed to be the first tinme a country has
decided to remove the visa-free facility after having granted it to BNOP
hol der s.

Bernama reports: The Yang di - Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja' afar and Raj a
Per mai suri Agong Tuanku Naji hah congratul ated Chi nese President Jiang
Zemn on the return of Hong Kong to Chi na yesterday.

In a statement rel eased by Wsnma Putra in Kual a Lunpur Tuanku Ja' af ar
said: "Ml aysia | ooks forward to continuing the close and friendly
relations it has with the Hong Kong Speci al Adm nistrative Region of the
Peopl e' s Republic of China."

This, he said, would further enhance the overall relationship between
Mal aysi a and Chi na.

Acting Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim in a nessage to Chinese
Prime Mnister Li Peng, said Mal aysia wel coned the historic event which
mar ked the end of nore than 150 years of colonialismin East Asia.

Anwar is confident the existing traditional and friendly rel ations
bet ween Mal aysi a and Hong Kong, particularly in trade, investnment and
ot her areas of econom ¢ and social cooperation would continue to grow.

Foreign M ni ster Datuk Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi al so sent a siml|ar nessage
to his counterpart, M Qan Q chen, who is also China's Vice Prem er
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