26 OCT 1997
Al DS- Mari na
MALAYSI A URGED TO SET UP CABINET' S ADVI SORY COMM TTEE ON Al DS

By: Nurul Afida Kanal uddin

MANI LA, Oct 26 (Bernamm) -- The Ml aysi an governent should inmediately
forma Cabinet's Advisory Comittee on AIDS (Acquired Imrunity Deficiency
Syndronme) to effectively curb the spread of Human | nmunodeficiency Virus
(H'V) that causes AlDS.

Mal aysi an Al DS Council's president Datuk Paduka Marina Mahathir said
Mal aysi a should put nmore serious efforts in battling the epidemc which had
reached alarming situation with nmore than 21,000 people infected with
H V/ Al DS t hroughout the country since 1993.

Speaking to Bernama after presenting her special |ecture on Wnen and
H V/AIDS in the Developing Wrld at the 4th International Congress on AlDS
in the Asia and Pacific here today, Marina said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mhanad should chair the committee with |Iocal AIDS experts as
menbers of the conmmittee.

"The conmittee nust not only conprise nmedical experts but also NGOs
which | think has w der experiences fromall aspects in handling H V/ Al DS
probl ens," she said.

Bei ng an unbrella body for 32-non governnmental organisations (NGOs)
working in the HHVVAIDS field in Ml aysia, she said the Ml aysian Al DS
Council wanted to share its know edge and experiences in fighting the
di sease.

Marina said the Ml aysian governent did not have a proper plan in
controlling the spread of H V/AIDS conpared to other Asean countries which
had given priorities to the problem

"l don't think that there is a proper and conprehensive planning for
H V/AIDS in the Seventh Ml aysian Plan except for sone actions to be taken
by the Mnistry of Health and the Mnistry of National Unity and Soci al
Devel opnent," she said.

She also said that Ml aysia should take as exanple the Philippine's
seriousness in battling the deadly disease by anbng others declaring 1997
as its National AIDS Prevention Year.

In her lecturer on the first of the five-day congress, organi sed by
Al DS Society of the Philippines, Mirina said the position of women in the
devel oping world was made nore precarious by the economic situation of the
countries they lived in.

"Experience worldwi de has denonstrated the epidemic is fueled by
poverty, lack of information and |ack of autonony in sexual matters.

"These factors nmake all devel oping countries nore vulnerable to
H V/ AIDS than devel oped countries with high literacy |evel, sophisticated
heal th system and greater independence of its people in making personal
deci sions," she said.

Marina said the role of socio-cultural factors in the AIDS epidenic on
devel opi ng countries was mmjor even in confortable econom c situation.

She noted that in rapidly changing societies such as the Southeast
Asia, wonen faced greater challenges in protecting thenselves from HV
infection than in stagnant ones because of rapidly changing norns and
val ues.

Marina al so spoke on Malaysia's problens in handling H V/ Al DS
especially anong its young people.

She said NGOs' canpai gns had addressed the issue but find it difficult
to reach the nore than 10 million young Ml aysians under the age of 21 in a
popul ation of 20 mllion.



As in many Asian traditional societies, the issue of sex education in
Mal aysi an schools is a controversial one. "Despite having a well-thought
and thorough curriculum our Mnistry of Education has not nmanaged to
deliver this education to all school children whether because of the fact
that it is inserted into three separate subjects, the lack of training for
teachers on these subjects or the fact that in an examoriented society,
this subject is lowpriority," she said.

Cenerally, she said the majority of Malaysian young people had litte
sex and Al DS education. -- BERNAMA
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