07 JAN 1997
France- Rel ati ons
MALAYSI A VERY ATTRACTI VE FOR PARTNERSHI PS, SAYS SPECI AL ENVOY

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 7 (Bernamm) -- France considers Ml aysia an
attractive partner because it is a respected voice in the international
arena and a viable investnent centre, Jean-C aude Paye, Special Envoy of
French President Jacques Chirac said here today.

"This country had always played the role of others and the |eaders are
out spoken,"” Paye told a news conference at the end of his two-day visit
here. He was appointed special envoy to Malaysia by President Chirac on Nov
15 last year in response to the appointnent of his Ml aysian counterpart,
Tan Sri Ahmad Kami | Jaafar by Malaysian Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.

Paye said France's view was that it admred |eaders such as Dr Mahathir
who believed that it did not help to hide the truth and strove to nmake its
voi ce heard internationally.

Paye, who was appointed as the president's special envoy to enhance
further the existing relations between Ml aysia and France, had high
regards for Ml aysian |eaders especially Dr Mahathir and Deputy Prine
M nster Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

"I am very inpressed with the m xture of a balanced and quality
policies in this country over the past years together with the |eaders
desire to play an active role at the world econom c scene," he said.

He noted that WMl aysian | eaders were capabl e of maintaining the
political and econonmic stability of the country.

"Therefore | am proud to accept this mssion in playing as a catal yst
or a booster in seeking and pronoting better relations between the peoples
and governnents of the two countries,"” he added.

During his short visit here Paye called on Dr Maihathir, Anwar and the
government's econonic advi ser Tun Dai m Zainuddin and al so visited the
Mal aysi an- French Institute (M) at Bangi, just outside KL

Paye said the existence of MFl was a good start for France's
contribution to help Mal aysia neet the ever-increasing demand for
hi ghl y-trained and skilled technicians and engineers to overcone the
country's shortage of skilled work force for the country's vast devel opnent
progr amres.

"I am confident that this partnership between Ml aysia and France wl|l
be beneficial to both countries and can be seen as a long-term venture for
the enduring friendship of both countries," he said.

Paye said he expected to be here again in March to witness a big
gat hering of French businessnen organi sed by the French enbassy and the
French Chanber of Commerce where businessnmen from Ml aysia and ot her Asean
menber countries were al so expected to be present. -- BERNAVA
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