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Mahat hi r - Mandel a
MALAYSI A WANTS SOUTH AFRI CA TO RDUCE | MPORT TARI FF ON PALM AL

KUALA LUMPUR, March 7 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia today asked South Africa to
consi der reducing the inport tariff on palmoil to at |east the sane |evel
as that for soyabean oil.

The request was conveyed by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad in his discussion with South African President Nelson Mandel a at
the Prime Mnister's Departnent, here.

Mandel a arrived here yesterday for a five-day visit to Ml aysia, the
last leg of his 10-day tour to four Asean countries. He has visited the
Phi |'i ppi nes, Brunei and Si ngapore.

Foreign M nister Datuk Abdullah Ahnad Badawi, in briefing reporters on
the discussion, said Dr Mahathir explained to Mandel a that Ml aysi a want ed
the inmport tariff for palmoil to be the same as that for other cooking oil
i nported by South Africa fromother countries.

South Africa currently inposes an inport tariff of 400 Rand (RW220) per
tonne on palmoil while that for soyabean is 170 Rand (RWR3) per tonne.

Abdul | ah said Dr Mahathir infornmed Mandel a that Mal aysia was not asking
for "something nore", and would settle for the sane tariffs.

He said Mandel a could not give an inmedi ate answer to Ml aysia's
request but pronmised to look into it.

Abdul | ah said Dr Mhathir also assured Mandel a that Ml aysia would help
the South Africans, especially the blacks, by sharing with themits
experience and expertise in various fields |ike entrepreneurship, human
resource and skills training.

Mandel a al so wanted to see nore Mal aysian investnents in the republic
which currently stood at US$3 billion (RW.5 billion), Abdullah said.

He told Dr Mahathir that his country needed nore joint ventures between
Mal aysi an and South African conpanies, especially those owned by the black
comunity.

Mandel a al so said that his governnent planned to expand its shipping
serviecs and wanted Mal aysian investors to help in the privatisation of
that sector.

The South African president also assured Dr Mahathir that Ml aysian
i nvestors need not worry about security because the country was stable,
Abdul | ah sai d.

In their discussion on Asean-South Africa relations, Dr Mhathir and
Mandel a expressed the hope that Asean and the South African Devel opnent
Conmunity (SADC), two regional blocs with a total population of 600
mllion, would step up cooperation.

The SADC conprises 12 south African countries -- Angola, Botswana,

Lesot ho, Malawi, Mauritius, Mzanbique, Nam bia, Swaziland, Tanzani a,
Zambi a, Zi nbabwe and South Africa.

Abdul I ah said Asean and the SADC had stepped up cooperation through the
neeting of their economic mnisters during the Wrld Trade Organisation
(WO Conference in Singapore recently.

He said the ministers had expreseed the hope that Asean would give
attention to investing in the fields of infrastructure, energy, tourism and
shipping in the African countries. -- BERNAVA
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