16/ 01/ 1997
Mal aysi a wel comes Japan's sunmit proposal

Fadzi| Gnazali

MALAYSI A wel cones Japan's idea for a Japan-Asean sunmm t but Foreign

M ni st er Datuk Abdul | ah Badawi says it needs further consideration by the
| eaders of the seven-nation grouping.

The i dea was proposed by Japan Prine M nister Ryutaro Hashi noto during
his visit to Singapore |ast Tuesday.

Abdul l ah told reporters Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad
had agreed in principle to the proposed sunmt when it was suggested by
Hashi noto during his visit to Ml aysi a.

"Dr Mahathir had said Mal aysia can consider the idea. Nonethel ess, the
system structure and formation of the summit nust be | ooked into," he
said after opening an exhibition on Persian carpets in Kuala Lunpur
yest er day.

Abdul | ah said the idea of Japan and Associ ati on of South-East Asian
Nati ons having an informal or formal neeting is not new, and has existed
under Asean's Post-M nisterial Conference.

Abdul I ah said he is confident that other Asean heads woul d wel cone
Hashi not o' s suggesti on.

On Asean's anniversary to be | aunched in Kuala Lunmpur, Abdullah said
Wsna Putra has agreed that it is proper to invite the | eaders of Asean's
trading partners to attend the cel ebrati on.

Conmmenti ng on the | andrmark deal between |srael and Pal estine extending
Pal estinian rule to the flash point Wst Bank city of Hebron and beyond,
Abdul | ah sai d any peace pact will bring positive outcone.
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