02/ 06/ 1997

Mal aysi a wel cones nove by region's mnisters

KUALA LIPI'S, Sun. - Ml aysia today wel coned the stand adopted by the Asean
Foreign Mnisters to sinultaneously adnmt Laos, Canbodia and Myanmar to
t he groupi ng.

Acting Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimsaid Mal aysia had earlier
hinted on the need to admt all three countries sinultaneously.

"I think the Prime Mnister (Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad) has nade
clear Malaysia's stand,"” he said after presenting souvenirs to the first
| eg wi nners of the Caneron Descent 1997 at the Kampung Harung Orang Asli
settl enent.

"I wel come the consultative spirit prevailing in Asean. The internal
probl em of a country should not becone an issue for its adm ssion to
Asean.

"\WWhat ever problemfaced by any of the Asean countries, our approach is
to deal with it through constructive engagenent."

He sai d such an approach was far better.

"Qur experience with Vietnamhas shown that the friendly approach
produces better results than the confrontational stand."

On the protest fromthe United States over Myanmar's adm ssion, Anwar
sai d Mal aysi a had received an official letter fromthe US.

"Wile we understand the problemraised by the US, we have enough
experience in dealing with our nei ghbouring countries.

"W nmake friends with themand it is through this friendship that we
manage to solve the problem™
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