03/ 12/ 1997

Mal aysi a Wet | and Sanctuary to be tourist attraction

THE Mal aysi a Wetl and Sanctuary in Kuala Langat, a former mining area, wll
be devel oped into a green lung with a pond or |ake and infrastructure to
make it a tourist centre, said Menteri Besar Datuk Abu Hassan QOrar.

He said the State Governnent al so planned to develop the site into a
centre for higher education, a "water centre, boardwal k"™ and a bird
sanct uary.

Replying to a question by State Assenbl yman Ei Ki m Hock (BN- Tel uk Dat uk)
at the State Assenbly sitting, Abu Hassan said the the undisturbed
mangr ove swanp woul d be protected and neasures woul d be taken to conserve
t he environnent.

Peat swanp forests are one of the nopbst biologically diverse eco-systens
inthe world, with valuable econom c and ecol ogi cal functions including
flood mtigation and recreational functions.

"The Mal aysia Wetl and Sanctuary is an ideal place for mgratory and
|l ocal birds to stop over," he said, adding that it will also be a habitat
for wild animals which are facing extinction due to clearance of forests
for devel opnment projects.

Abu Hassan urged State assenbl ynmen to work towards maki ng Sel angor a
devel oped State by 2005

"l al so hope executive councillors who have been entrusted with their
respectively portfolios will carry on the good job they have been doing so
far," he said.

Answering an all egation brought agai nst himby the DAP that he had used
money fromthe State's coffers to go visit Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad in London after he was appointed Menteri Besar in June
this year, Abu Hassan said he did nmeet Dr Mahathir in London but he used
his own noney as his visit was to attend his son's convocati on.

On the appoi ntnent of Raja Miuda Tengku Idris Shah as the acting Raja
Sel angor, Abu Hassan said it had to be done overseas as the Sultan of
Sel angor had to extend his stay abroad foll owi ng advice fromhis
cardi ol ogi st.

"The Ruler had no intention of being away fromthe State for nore than
30 days."
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