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Mal aysi an education in | ocal environment

Har un Hashi m

ENGLAND Returned. That as the | abel given to Mal ayans who were educated in
Engl and before i ndependence. They were a select few sons of royalty,
senior civil servants and Chi nese towkays who could afford t he expense.
Very few of them had won schol arshi ps for academ ¢ excel | ence.

Hi gher education in the United Ki ngdom was nmade necessary because the
British did not recogni se acadenm ¢ and professional qualifications of
ot her countries.

It was al so conveni ent and practical because future Rulers, civil
servants and busi nessnen acquired know edge in the way the British
adm ni stered the country and did business. Mdst of the Sultans today and
the first three Prine Mnisters were educated i n Engl and.

Mal aya was not al one. India's Mahatnma Gandhi and Prinme M nister Pandit
Jawahar| al Nehru, Pakistan's President Mohaned Ali Jinnah and Si ngapore's
first Prime Mnister Lee Kuan Yew were all educated i n Engl and.
Incidentally, like our first three Prine Mnisters, they were all trained
as lawers. So was the first Yang di-Pertuan Agong and his son, the
present Yang di - Pertuan Agong.

Bef ore i ndependence, India already had several universities |ong
established yet the elite had to go to England to conplete their
educat i on.

There was, however, no university in Ml aya before i ndependence. The
only place for higher education other than the UK was in Singapore at
Raf fl es Col | ege which awarded a Diplona in Arts, and the King Edward VI |
Medi cal School which trained doctors. Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad is a graduate of the school

In 1939, ny grandfather Capt Noor Mbhamed Hashim as a menber of the
Straits Settlenments Legislative Council proposed the establishnment of the
Uni versity of Malaya in Singapore. Before the proposal coul d be
i npl emented, the Pacific War broke out in 1941 and the university was not
established in Singapore until 1949 and much later in Kuala Lunmpur in
1962.

After independence, a foreign university education is no | onger for the
privil eged few made possi bl e by governnent schol arshi ps, and study grants
and | oans by foundati ons and banks. Today, there are sonme 50, 000
Mal aysi ans studying at overseas universities in the UK the United States,
Canada, Australia, New Zeal and and several other countri es.

A debate is now unfol ding on the advantages and di sadvant ages of
acquiring first degrees overseas or locally. It started with the proposa
by the Governnent to nake Mal aysia the centre for educational excellence
and has beconme nore intense with the recent drop in the value of the
ringgit. It costs the country RML.2 billion in foreign exchange annual |y
for our students to be educated abroad.

In nost countries, the first degree is obtained at hone and only a few
go abroad for Masters and doctorates. The advantage of such a practice is
that young people go abroad only when they are nature and have exhibited a
sufficient |evel of academ c performance to pursue specialised studies. In
addition, it will not be a drain on the country's forei gn exchange.

On a visit to a university in the US sonetinme ago, Datuk Seri Dr Siti
Hasmah Mohamed Ali, the Prinme Mnister's wife, was shocked to find a | arge
group of Mal aysian students there had kept to thensel ves, spoke Mal ay al
the tine and had no interacted with the | ocal people. They might as well



have been in a canmpus in Shah Al am

The main reason why there are so many Ml aysi an students studyi ng abroad
for first degrees is because there are not enough places in our
universities. Quite a |l arge nunmber though do study locally for foreign
degrees at private colleges through twi nning progranmes. They are neither
here nor there. They have m ssed out on a Ml aysi an educati on and have
obtai ned a foreign degree without the benefits of a foreign education.

At present, there are 10 established universities in the country
i ncluding three new ones. Another two are in the process of being
establ i shed. These shoul d be enough for the nonent to provide the core for
uni versity education. Establishing a new university involves a high |evel
of human resource devel opnent, setting of academ ¢ standards and much
el se.

To cater for increased student enrol nent, branch canpuses shoul d be
established all over the country by our universities.

Private coll eges should switch their tw nning programres with foreign
institutions to | ocal universities.

The students will be acquiring a Ml aysian education in a Ml aysi an
environnment at nuch |lower costs to their parents and the taxpayers.

Nonet hel ess, students should continue to be sent abroad but not in such
| arge nunbers as now to maintain educational and cultural |inks.

We woul d then have conme a full circle. The England Returned will in
future be the Foreign Returned having acquired their acadenic
prof essi onal and specialist qualifications fromthe best universities in
the worl d.

They will be the newelite, fewin nunber |ike their predecessors of
yore but with the distinction of being elite because they are the best.
The cream of the cream
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