31/ 08/ 1997

Mal aysi an flag named " Jal ur Genil ang'

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - After 40 years without a nane, the Ml aysian flag was
officially named Jal ur Gem | ang.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad nade t he announcenent at
m dni ght in conjunction with the 40th National Day cel ebrati ons.

Jal ur nmeans a "range of values", "wavel engths” or "stripes" while
gemlang is "glorious". Read together, Jalur Gem | ang neans a "gl orious
range of val ues".

Dr Mahathir had earlier received the flag fromthe Fl ag-Fl yi ng Mot ot hon
1997 at Dat aran Merdeka.

The national flag consists of 14 red and white stripes of equal width, a
uni on or canton of dark blue, a crescent and a star.

The red and white stripes stand for the equal status of the States in
the federation.

The union or canton of dark blue in the upper quarter of the flag
represents the unity of the peoples of Mal aysia. The crescent is the
synbol of Islam The 14 points of the star synbolise the unity of the 13
States in the federation. The yellow col our of the star and crescent
synbol i ses the Mal ay Rul ers.
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