14 OCT 1997
Mahat hi r - Support
MALAYSI AN THAI COVMUNI TY SUPPORTS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 14 (Bernamm) -- The Ml aysian Thai comunity today
expressed regret over the editorial in Thailand' s English |anguage daily
"The Nation" which questioned the | eadership and integrity of Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad.

Dewan Negara nenber Senator Charern Intachat in a statenent to Bernama
said: "Please don't interfere in Malaysia' s internal affairs.”

The Nation in calling the Prime Mnister to quit had stated that he had
outlived his useful ness.

Senator Charern said the paper did not reflect the views of the Thai
peopl e and governnent.

He reiterated that the Ml aysian Thai community stood solidly behind Dr

Mahat hir in handling the current currency crisis and the fall in the stock
mar ket .

He said: "W are confident that with the solid support and backi ng of
all levels of Malaysian society, Dr Mahathir will be able to restore the

val ue of the ringgit and revive the nation's econony."

The Senator said Dr Mahathir was a |leader of integrity and had ably
served Mal aysia as Prime Mnister the last 16 years and had proved his
critics wong.

Meanwhi | e the Mal aysi an | ndian Mislim Youth Mwvenment (CGEPIMA) also
expressed its solid support for Dr Mahathir.

In a statement Gepima president Kathir Ali said Dr Mhathir had
devel oped the country and brought about many changes.

Under his | eadership, the various races in Ml aysia had |ived
har noni ously, Kathir said. -- BERNAMVA

HT AAM



	MALAYSIAN THAI COMMUNITY SUPPORTS DR MAHATHIR (Bernama 14/10/1997)

