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MALAYSI ANS DOAN UNDER CELEBRATE NATI ONAL DAY

By: Neville D Cruz

MELBOURNE, Aug 31 (Bernanm) -- WMal aysian groups, diplomatic and
consular staff and students throughout Australia today celebrated, in a
variety of functions, Ml aysia' s 40th National Day.

It was "open house" at the Ml aysian H gh Commi ssion in Canberra where
hundreds of staff and students joined H gh Conmmi ssioner Dato Adnan O hman
in prayers and cel ebrations.

Consul ar staff in the main cities of Australia gathered at their Dewan
Mal aysia for the raising for the Ml aysian flag and food fairs

Mal aysi an student groups who could not travel to state capitals held
their own parties on canpuses.

About 520 Mal aysi ans and Australians held a Merdeka Ball in Brisbane.
It was hosted by the Australia Ml aysia Business Council, Queensland
(AMBCQ and attended by Queensland Prem er Rob Borbidge, Malaysian Deputy
Hi gh Conmi ssi oner Halinmah Abdul | ah, Opposition Leader Peter Beattie and
Queensl and Trade M nister Doug Slack. -- MORE
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In his welconing speech, AMBCQ president Dr Peter Yeoh Tiong Yong said
Mal aysi a had been blessed by visionary prime ministers, but the country's
greatest successes and achi evenents had been under Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad.

"Dr Mahathir has been the driving force, the inspiration, the
visionary, the architect, the planner of what Ml aysia is today. He is
i ndeed a dynanic personality, nuch admired at honme and abroad for his great
achi evenents in making Mal aysia a progressive and nodern society," Yeoh,
fornmerly of Kl ang, said.

Puan Halimah told the gathering, which included about 120 Ml aysi an
students, that functions like the Brisbane Ball would "undoubtedly provide
an avenue for closer contacts and relations between Ml aysians and
Australians”.

Prem er Borbidge said Mal aysia was "already a role nodel for social and
econoni ¢ devel opnent anobng other countries. It is certainly a country from
whi ch we in Queesland can draw useful |essons.”

Qpposition Leader Beatie recalled the nany visits he and his w fe had
made to Mal aysia where his sister lived for many years. "Wen | first
visited Mal aysia the sign "Awas" warned us of the communist threat.
Nowadays "awas" warns us of the danger of and penalty for ganja.

"I wonder if Pauline Hanson is on ganja,"” he said, pronpting nuch
| aught er.

The Mal aysi an Students' Association of the University of Queensland
provi ded several cultural itens including a fascinating parade of Ml aysian
costunes. -- BERNAVA
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