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MALAYSI ANS FLOCK TO CHI NESE NEW YEAR OPEN HOUSE IN SPIRIT OF UNITY

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 7 (Bernamm) -- People fromall walks of |ife flocked
to the traditional open house to join the Chinese community in ushering in
the Year of the Ox today in true Malaysian spirit of unity and hospitality.

As in previous years, the open house held by the MCA and Gerakan here
drew a full stream of well-w shers, including foreign dignitaries,
tourists, the handi capped, and the young and ol d.

The MCA open house at the Dewan Lee San Choon of Wsma MCA in Jal an
Ampang was the first stop for the guests of honour, Prinme Mnister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnah Mhamad Ali and
Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimand his wife Datin Seri Dr
Wan Azizah |smail.

On hand to wel cone them were MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong
Sik, who is the Transport Mnister, and his wife Datin Seri Ena Ling and
other party |eaders.

The guests of honour were accorded a grand reception with cul tural
dances and lion dance perfornmance.

Wel | -wi shers were greeted by a spread of nouth-watering traditional
fare and Mal aysi an delicacies which has cone to characterise the festivals
cel ebrated by Mal aysi ans.

Besi des sharing in celebrating the festive occasion, visitors also took
the opportunity to catch up with old friends and exchange greetings.

Despite the fasting nonth, Muslins canme in droves to w sh the Chinese
| eaders a "CGong Xi Fa Cai" while children and even adults posed for photos
with Cabinet mnisters to keep as nenent oes.

Dr Mahathir's entourage |ater proceeded to the Gerakan open house held
at the Gerakan headquarters at Dewan Wawasan in Menara PGRM Cher as.

Gerakan President Datuk Seri Dr Lim Keng Yaik, the Primary Industries
M ni ster, and other party |leaders, were on hand to welcome Dr Mahathir and
Anwar and ot her Cabinet ministers.

The reception included Iion dance performance and traditional dances.

In I POH, a norning downpour did not dampen the spirit for celebration
as friends and relatives made their rounds of open house.

Chi nese | eaders and political parties here will hold open house
tonorrow and after the Hari Raya Aidil Fitri.

The state Chi nese Chanber of Conmerce and state MCA will hold open

house tonorrow while Dr Lim Keng Yaik will have one at his constituency in
Beruas at the Dewan Ku Tien in Air Tawar on Monday.
The state-level Gerakan party open house will be held at Wsna Gerakan

on Tuesday.
In KUANTAN, the festive nood filed the air with the Chinese comunity
hol di ng open house for relatives and friends.

As it is still the fasting nonth, packages of mandarin oranges,
groundnuts and drinks were distributed to Miuslim well-w shers as take-away
gifts.

I n KUALA TERENGGANU, state Environment Devel opnent, Health and Consuner
Affairs Committee chairman Wng Foon Meng held open house for non-Mislins
at his residence in Jalan Air Jernih.

He will have anot her open house for the Muslim comunity at Dewan Tunku
Abdul Rahman next Friday.

In PULAU PI NANG about 5,000 visitors attended open house hosted by the
Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon at the Guest House in Jal an



Macal i ster here.

Dr Koh and his wife Puan Sri Chui Kah Peng wel comed the guests, anong
them the Yang Di pertua Negeri Tun Handan Shei kh Tahir and wife Toh Puan
Siti Zai nab Baharuddi n.

In a double festival nessage, Dr Koh said the state would not just want
to be a spectator as the nation entered the information technol ogy era.

"The state will take steps to give exposure to its citizens in the
devel opnent of information technology and will support to nake the
Mul tinedia Super Corridor (MSC) a success," he added.

In that respect, he said, school students would be exposed to
mul ti medi a through various programes organi sed by PenangNet.

Al so present at the open house were Deputy Chief Mnister Datuk Mhd
Shariff Omar and deputy Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk
Dr | brahim Saad and their wi ves.

I n SEREMBAN, Negeri Senbilan Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mohd |sa Abdul Sanmad
and wife, Puan Sri Hazizah Tumin, were anpbng 1,000 guests at the state MCA
open house held at the Dewan Majlis Perbandaran Serenban from 10 a.m to 12
noon.

Speaki ng on the occasion, Mhd Isa said unity and political stability
in the country should be preserved in order for the nation to achieve
devel oped st atus.

Anong those who attended were Deputy Finance Mnister and also state
MCA Li ason Committee chairnman Datuk Wng See Wah and | eaders from UWMNO and
M C. -- BERNAMA
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