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MALAYSI ANS MAY BE SENT TO STUDY | N HUNGARY

By: Wan A. Hul ai m

BUDAPEST, June 25 (Bernanmm) -- Already having the |argest nunber of
students in foreign universities, Mlaysians may next be sent to study in
Hungary, one of the world' s great centres of science and engineering

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, who is on a two-nonth
overseas |eave, indicated this when addressing over 400 Hungarian
busi nessnmen at Parlianment House here Tuesday before ending a two-day
working visit here.

He said Malaysia could draw on the skills of Hungarian scientists and
engineers to solve its shortage of know edge workers.

"Mal aysi an students could also be sent here to continue their higher
| evel education in specialised fields," he said.

Hungary, anong other things, boasts of having 12 Nobel Prize w nners
mai nly in science and nedicine.

Introducing Dr Mahathir to the Hungarian businessnen at the gathering,
M ni ster of Industry, Trade and Tourism Szabol cs Fazaks said that the speed
of Malaysia's response to recent agreenents for cooperation between the two
countries was "a world record".

Hungarian Prime Mnister Gyula Horn visited Malaysia in April this
year, followed by a visit by Malaysia's Yang di-Pertuan Agong here | ast
nont h.

Speaki ng to Ml aysian journalists acconmpanying him later, Dr Mbhathir
said that his visit here with a delegation of Ml aysian businessnen was in
response to an invitation by Horn and al so because he wanted to see for
hi nsel f the progress nmade by Hungary since his first official visit here in
1987.

Dr Mahathir said that during his earlier visit when Hungary was stil
under socialist rule, there was hardly any business activity here and very
few cars were on the road

"Now Budapest |ooks like any other large European city. There are
sidewal k cafes here now and there are many cars. It is clear that the
popul ation here are happi er and have progressed,” he said

He said there were nany economic, investment and tradi ng opportunities
for Mal aysians in Hungary.

O her areas where Ml aysians would be able to participate in Hungary's
econoni ¢ devel opnent are in privatisation, tourism and transportation,
including air transportation

Bef ore departing for London, Dr Mahathir visited the |karus vehicle
factory and an el ectronics assenbly plant outside Budapest.

The Hungari an busi nessmen al so watched a presentation by Ml aysia's
Mul ti nedi a Devel opnent Corporation (MDC) on the Miltimedia Super Corridor

The MSC is a 750 sq km area south of Kuala Lunpur designated as a hub
for multinmedia and information technol ogy services and products. -- BERNAVA
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