05 AUG 1997
Cl eanli ness (News Focus)
MALAYSI ANS SHOULD MAKE CLEANLI NESS A WAY OF LI FE

By: Ahnmad Fuad Yahya

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 5 (Bernamm) -- Wen the Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad expressed his disgust over the dirty habit of city
dwellers, only then others came up with several bright ideas including
provi di ng maxi mum fine for litterbugs.

Anong them was Kual a Lunmpur City Hall (DBKL) which reportedly would
i npose a maxi mum fine of RVMb0OO against litterbugs in addition to greater
enf or cenent .

Housi ng and Local Governnent Mnister Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh on the
ot her hand said the higher penalty alone could not guarantee a litter free
country if the people did not get rid of the habit of littering all over
t he pl ace.

Many were of the opinion that the problem of cleanliness was related to
the attitude of the people thenselves.

Only two days earlier on Aug 1, Alam Flora Sdn Bhd had taken over the
task of keeping the city clean from DBKL.

Its Chief Executive Mhanmed Siraj Abdul Razack said the littering which
occurred in Jalan Bukit Bintang as nentioned by Dr Mahathir was nore of a
question of attitude of the people rather than rubbish collection service

"W collect the rubbish every day in the commercial area and three
times a week in the housing area. W al so provide enough dustbins at public

pl aces," he said.
In Jalan Bukit Bintang, he said one garbage can was provided at every
15-metre interval but people still littered.

Mohanmed Siraj said enforcenent and hi gher penalty against litterbugs
could deter others provided if it was strictly enforced and at all tines

But, a nore inportant neasure would be to educate young Mal aysi ans on
cl eanliness probably incorporating it as part of the curriculum he said.

"It may take tine five to 10 years to inculcate such culture but it is
possi ble," he said.

Devel oped countries |ike Japan and Germany too had at one tinme faced
the sane problem and they were able to overcone it.

"Dr Mahathir's criticism deserves serious consideration to enbark on
such an education,” said Mhanmed Siraj.

Federation of Mal aysian Consuner Associ ations (Fonta) President Prof
Handan Adnan al so stressed on the inportance of changing the attitude of
the people on the question of cleanliness.

He said the fading spirit of gotong-royong and nei ghbourliness anong
town fol ks was one of the factors for the uncaring attitude of the people
towards cl eanliness.

"Resi dent associations in towns should revive the people's interest in
mai nt ai ni ng cl eanliness,” he said.

Handan al so suggested that the national education system be reviewed to
i ncorporate the question of cleanliness which was al so demanded by Islam

He did not dismiss the possibility that the people mght take the
qguestion of cleanliness lightly because they paid for rubbish collection
service and thus left it to the authorities.

"They feel they have paid highly for the service and littering is
probably one way of getting back at the authorities," he said.

Handan al so suggested that nore dustbins be provided for the
conveni ence of the public as there were conplaints of sone areas w thout
such facility. -- BERNAMA
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