04 APR 1997
Mahat hir-politics
MALAYSI A, THE BEST EXAMPLE OF AN | SLAM C COUNTRY, SAYS MAHATHI R

KOTA BAHARU, 4 April (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Moharmad said today Malaysia is the best exanple of an Islamc country,
devel oped and peaceful despite different political beliefs of its Mislim
popul ati on.

He said this is not the case in sone Islamc countries which are in a
turmoil because their Mislim populations are in disagreenent and at war,
|l eading to themKkilling each other.

"In Malaysia, Umo and Pas are still political enemes but it doesn't
nmean that we cannot work together or act excessively to the extent of
destroying out country," he said when opening a textile factory bel onging
to KUB Mal aysi a Berhad in the Pengkal an Chepa industrial area, near here.

Al so present were Kelantan Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz N k Mat
and several federal mnisters.

During the function, Dr Mahathir also w tnessed the signing of a joint
venture agreenent to devel op a petrocheni cal conplex between KUB and Kel oi
Sdn Bhd, a subsidiary of Kelantan State Econom c Corporation.

The Prine Mnister said the joint venture agreenment itself is a proof
t hat economi c devel opnent should not be politicised although there are
(political) differences.

He said in some Islamic countries, the governnments cannot |ast |ong
because the people are always fighting each other, holding denonstrations,
riots and strikes, making it inmpossible to provide a proper government

"W hope the situation in Malaysia will not be like that. My thanks not
only to government supporters but also to those who oppose the (federal)
government because they do not pose nuch problem" he said.

In the inpronptu speech, Dr Mahathir al so expl ai ned the federal
government's intention in allowing the cricket team from lsrael to
participate in the current ICC (International Cricket Council) Trophy in
Kual a Lunpur, inspite of the objection by certain groups including Pas.

He said the international nedia which is controlled by the West and the
Jews is always projecting an bad inage of Islam even to the extent of
portraying an ugly inmage of Muslins.

"This is our opportunity to show themthat Miuslins in Ml aysia can be
an exanmple to other Islamc countries and that there is no truth to what
the West thinks of us because we don't have such an inmage," he said.

During the function, Dr Mahathir also reiterated that the King Faizal
and Jawaharlal Nehru awards, which he received recently, belong to the
peopl e, not for his alone.

He said that w thout the contribution and support from the people, it

will not be possible for a country to achieve outstanding progress although
it has many | eaders of calibre.

"A | eader nmay have the best brain but wi thout the people he will be no
where, like is happening in some countries where the |eaders are good but

the people are fighting anong thenselves,” he told the 2,000 strong
audi ence, conprising Pas and Umo supporters.

Dr Mahathir, apparently pleased with their presence, described the
function as a historic gathering of not only supporters of both political
parties but also the |leaders of the federal governnent and Pas-led state
gover nment .

This was the first tinme that the Prime Mnister was acconpanied by Nk
Aziz and Pas state |eaders during his several official visits to Kelantan



since the 1995 general election.

On the objection by certain groups and the nedia in Malaysia to the
presence of the Israeli cricket teamrecently, Dr Mahathir could not
understand why they did not raise objection on international issues such as
what is happening in Europe where the Turks had their homes torched in an
attenpt to force them out of Europe.

He said western countries al so oppose Turkey joining the European Union
(EU) because they believe "Europe is not for Mislins".

The textile factory, opened by the Prime Mnister today, was built in
May | ast year and began operation three nonths |ater.

The factory enpl oys 600 workers and produces KUB's |ine of "Canggih"
school unifornms as well as sportswear and chil drenwear.

It also produces sport apparel for export on contract for international
brand such as "Adi das" and "Unrbro".

Meanwhi | e, the petrochenical conplex, to be jointly devel oped by KUB
and Keloil, will be the centre of downstream activities of the oil and gas
i ndustry in Kel ant an.

Describing both KUB's projects as the Malays' capability to venture
into bigger business, Dr Mihathir said, "the Ml ays can succeed if they
manage their business properly”.

The Prinme Mnister also took to task some Mal ay entrepreneurs who
nm sused bank credits, not for develop their business but for personal
benefit |ike ubying Mercedes Benz and other luxury itens.

He said Malay entrepreneurs are now entering a new era to the extent of
running a conpany with profits of up to RML, 000 nmillion, sonething which
t hey never dreant of.

Earlier, KUB chairnman Datuk Hassan Harun said both projects are the
begi nning of the conpany's programme to act as a catalyst to the econonic
devel opnent of Kelantan which he said he | agged behind other states.

He said KUB to-date has three major projects in Kelantan with sone
1,000 workers. -- BERNANVA

RAR/ AU ABG



	MALAYSIA, THE BEST EXAMPLE OF AN ISLAMIC COUNTRY, SAYS MAHATHIR (Bernama 04/04/1997)

