30/ 03/ 1997
Mape: Tune in with National Sports Policy

Shei kh Karmar uddi n

ON Jan 20, 1988, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and his
Cabi net approved the National Sports Policy which established the
foundati ons of the Mal aysian Sports System and gui delines for devel opnent.

Recogni sing the inmportance of the policy, the Ml aysian Association for
Physi cal Education, Sport Science and Fitness (Mape) organi sed the annual
Nati onal Sports Policy Lecture since 1994 to generate public awareness and
great er usage of the policy.

Maj or changes and devel opnent in sport nust be made within the franmework
of the National Sports Policy, including the proposed Sport Act which we
have read about in the newspapers.

Mape have three comments on the proposed Sport Act.

Firstly, Bill nmust be consistent with the foundati ons of our sport
systemas reflected in the National Sports Policy. Briefly these are:

Foundation 1: The sports systemrespect the right of the comunity of
pl ayers and supporters - the sport associations - to nmake naj or deci sions
about their sport.

The systemis denpocratic and vibrant; there is depth and breadth of
deci si on maki ng, | eadership participation, articulation; and there is
growt h of the individual and strengthening of society.

Foundation 2: The systemrespects the right of Governnment to nmake ngjor
deci sions for the benefit of sport for all

Foundation 3: The systemrespects the right of the individuals to nmake
maj or deci sions about their sport. The systemgives inportance to the
i ndividual, his freedom joy of participation and psychol ogi cal and
physi cal well being.

Foundati on 4: The purposes of the systemare to provide sports for -
heal th and fitness; national unity; discipline of body and m nd;
recreation and play; individual devel opment; sport education; excellence
at international |evel; and sport facilities for mass and elite sport.

Foundation 5: The role of the main organisations in the system are:

* Sport Association: pronote, devel op, provide opportunities for State,
national, international conpetitions.

* A ynpic Council of Ml aysia: promobte the O ynpic novenent and to
select and train athletes for conpetitions organi sed/ sancti oned by the
| CC.

* National Sports Council: to co-ordinate and assi st hi gh performance
sport organi sati ons.

* Mnistry of Sport: to co-ordinate and assist sport for al
or gani sati ons.

* Mnistry of Education: to provide adequate tine for physical education
(PE) sport and fitness education; to provide quality PE teachers, coaches,
adm nistrators; to provide PE as an acadeni ¢ di scipline.

* State CGovernnents: to plan and provide for sport facilities at
district and State | evel.

Secondl y, National Sports Policy recognises the inportant role of
vol unt eers. They have given much of their tine, effort and noney for the
devel oprment of their sport through association at national, State and
district |evels.

Inringgit ternms, our conservative estinate gives a figure of RvMR1
mllion a year of voluntary contribution to sport, including social
devel opnent and nati on buil di ng.



Mape believe that in no other area of our |life do Mal aysi ans gi ve as
much as they do in sport. In a very materialistic world, the concept of
volunteerismis so inportant for the devel opnent of society.

The proposed Sport Act nust recognise this and contribute positively to

the strengthening and growth of volunteers at all |evels.
Thirdly, National Sport Policy refers to sport as a cultural node of
expression, sinmlar to art, nusic, poetry, literature. These are ways in

whi ch peopl e express thensel ves.

The proposed Sports Act must recogni se the individual nature of sport,
where authority comes fromw thin the individual and not inposed by
out si de forces.
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