11/ 03/ 1997

Mandel a ends visit on note of success and warmfriendship

LANGKAW, Mon. - Wth a warmhug, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad t oday bade farewell to South African President Nel son Mandel a at
the Langkawi International Airport.

The warnth between the two | eaders was evi dent as Mandel a boarded a
South African Air Force Falcon at 10amafter a successful five-day visit,
i ncluding two days i n Langkawi .

Also there to bid the South African | eader a safe journey were Datin
Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali and M nister-in-attendance Datuk Leo Mdggie.

Mandel a, taken up by the Ml aysi an hospitality, shook hands with or
greeted everyone with a "Hello, How are you? Nice to neet you", including
ai rport and Custons staff.

Mal aysia was the | ast | eg of Mandel a's Sout heast Asian tour. He had
earlier visited Brunei, the Philippines and Singapore. He led a 115- nmenber
del egati on which i ncluded mnisters and busi nessnen

Mandel a, who | ast visited Malaysia in 1990, had said in Kuala Lunmpur on
Saturday that South Africa continued to | earn val uable | essons from
Mal aysia in such areas as fair distribution of wealth, successful econonic
managenent, inplenentation of growh incentives, upliftnment of indi genous
Africans and i ntroduction of programes to ensure harnony anong the
peopl e.

He hel d discussions with Dr Mahathir on these and other issues of nutual
concern.

He al so took part in the second South Africa-Mlaysia forumand the
| aunch of the South Africa-Ml aysia Busi ness Council in Kuala Lunpur,
besi des wi tnessing the signing of a Menorandum of Under st andi ng between
Umo Youth and the ANC Youth League in Langkawi |ast night.

The MoU, which calls for closer co-operation between the two novenents
in education, culture, sports and the econony, was signed by Umo Youth
head Dat uk Ahmad Zahi d Hami di and treasurer Mkhzani Mahathir and ANC
Yout h League president Ml usi G gaba and secretary-general Pemry Mj odi na

G gaba said Mandel a and the South African del egati on appreciated the
warm hospitality and friendship offered by the Governnment and the
Mal aysi an peopl e.

"Everywhere we went, we were met with smling faces fromyour very warm
and generous people,” he added.

Dr Mahathir, who arrived in Langkawi on Saturday, left later for Kual a
Lunpur .

(END)
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